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Editorial Comment: 
 
It has not always been possible (or necessary) to 
comment on something which happened almost ‘on my 
doorstep’ which might, just might have some bearing on a 
wider audience such as the readers of this column! But here 
we go! 
During breakfast one morning recently I overheard a 
commotion in one of the adjacent gardens. Apparently, one 
of my well-intentioned neighbours had, in good faith, 
’trespassed’ onto his neighbour’s property in the act of 
cleaning his own guttering, and had continued across the 
roofing to afford the same treatment to his neighbour’s 
guttering, with all the attendant noises which this brings! 
The raised voices which I overheard (and very likely heard 
by a good number of surrounding neighbours!) included the 
owner of the ‘invaded’ house who, suspicious of what was 
going on, objected in no small way to the unannounced 
presence of ‘legs and ladder’ protruding over his bedroom 
window! Unfortunately, the ‘invader’ displayed little or no 
grace at this outburst from his elderly neighbour, and this 
misunderstanding of the situation ended in an almost bitter 
and acrimonious display of un-neighbourly proportions. 
There are many and varied stories told of disputes and even 
long term antagonism between neighbours, and some 
remain unresolved for many years. Is it any wonder that our 
society exists in a fragmented and unsettled state if people 
who share the same plot of land and often see more of each 
other than they do of their local hairdresser or butcher 
cannot ‘get on’ with each other. Of course, there are 
examples of ‘good neighbours’ to balance this picture, but 
the ‘private wars’ of so many people living in close proximity 
are legion! 
Never let it be said of any member of Scouting, young or 
adult, that such problems remain unresolved! The very 
teaching and experience of our Movement shows that ‘the 
world is our neighbour’, but a line I heard a while back gives 
a timely warning: “I love mankind; it’s people I can’t tolerate!” 
If that part of our Promise: ‘....to help other people’ is to be 
meaningful, it must apply even to those we find it ‘difficult’ to 
like! 
I was privileged this last week to present one of the sessions 
for leaders undergoing Woodbadge training on 
‘Fundamentals of Scouting’ and we had a fruitful evening 
considering, amongst other things, the implications of ‘Duty 
to God’. It was interesting to learn of the varied approaches 
some leaders have to making this a reality in their sections. 
Every participant took away (as homework!) an assignment 
on how to bring alive ‘Duty to God’ in certain activities such 
as camping and hiking. 
We may never see the full results of our efforts amongst 
young people in the short term but such teaching is 
something that matures with time. 
I leave you with the following:- ‘When the Chinese Premier 
was asked what he thought of the French Revolution 200 
years ago, he said: “IT’S TOO EARLY TO SAY!” ‘ 
 
Yours in Scouting, J.John Roberts, Editor 

 
From the District Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge 

 
Remember, Remember, the 9th of November, 

‘Sacrifice Loyalty & Duty’ 
 
I was five years old when the Second World War was 
declared and I can remember that day as if it was yesterday. 
I lived throughout it in the centre of London. I was there 
when Germany bombed the civilian population of London. I 
heard the bombs travelling down to earth. I watched the 
Battle of Britain happen, and even at that age, I was very 
aware of the serious situation this country was facing. 
Millions were killed, not only in the Armed Forces but 
hundreds of thousands of civilians, including children and 
young adults of your age - their lives cut short before they 
started. Among these children and young adults would have 
been hundreds of Cubs and Scouts , our forerunners, - 
children who endured the deprivations of food and things 
that we take forgranted today. 
We are priviledged to live in the quality of society that we 
have today. We don’t have to worry if we are going to get 
food any day, or indeed wonder if we will still be alive at the 
end of the day! 
We owe a vast depth of gratitude to the men and women of 
the Armed forces, the men and women who kept our civilian 
services operating, and the children who often helped the 
war effort by salvaging, by saving, and by supporting their 
families. For many of us the experiences still affect our adult 
lives and our standards of behaviour, even today. 
 
Remembrance Sunday is the opportunity for us to STOP, 
put our lives on hold for a very short time, to say “THANK 
YOU” to the millions of people who made it possible for us to 
enjoy the wonderful world that we have today. To be able to 
say “THANK YOU” for the FREEDOM that we enjoy today. 
It gives us the opportunity to look back at these events and 
vow to ensure that we will never allow another conflict like 
this ever to happen again. We must be as loyal to our 
Country as these people were during these troubled times. 
We must respect our Heritage; we must respect our Flag and 
National Anthem; we must respect our Laws. This is part of 
the Scout Promise and Law. 
Let us go into the next year determined to be worthy of their 
sacrifice. They died in order to allow us to live. Let us ensure 
that we do remember on Sunday 9th November that you will, 
in a free and democratic country, support your group at your 
local Remembrance Service. 
 
I write this with feeling and conviction, because “I was there”. 
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DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 
Notices - Appointments – Diary 

 
District SWAP SHOP, Sat. November 22, Bovey Tracey 
H.Q. 
At least one table/display/activity per Group is anticipated. 
•  there will be a Pinewood Derby display 
•  the Teignbridge Recycling Officer will be there 
•  Also, RNID 
•  also possible Devon Road Safety officer 
•  other displays awaiting confirmation 
Ken Daniels is arranging to have a photocopying machine 
available. 
‘Come and enjoy a GREAT DAY’ 
 
YOUNG LEADERS:- 
 
The next Compulsory Module A scheduled for Sunday 
November 23 is now Cancelled. A new date will be 
announced later. 
Jane Gourd. 
 
TRAINING: 
 
Module 16 ‘Nights Away’ This will have a planning day prior 
to the weekend, held at the 1st Newton Abbot H.Q. Sat/Sun. 
28th and 29th March 2009 
Jane Gourd 
 
NOVEMBER DIARY: 
 
Saturday 1st November: Scout Fellowship ‘Cooking 
Challenge’ at Bovey Tracey Scout H.Q. Details from Ken 
Purchase (Fellowship Chairman) 
 
Weds. 5 November: Team Meeting, 7.30pm District H.Q. 
 
Thursday 13 November: 2nd Meeting at Christow for 
‘TeignValley Scout Group’ 7.30pm 
 
Sunday 16 November: First Aid Course, District H.Q. 9am - 
4pm (names to David Wright) 
 
Saturday 22 November: District ‘SWAP SHOP’ at Bovey 
Tracey H.Q., 10am - 4pm (see Jane & Patrick Gourd) 
 
Thursday 27 November: District Scout Executive Meeting, 
7.30 pm, District H.Q. 
 
Residential Events (NAN) 
 
Please be reminded that ADCs need to be kept informed of 
ALL residentials (even if they are in their own HQ). 
 
 
 

THE RE-DESIGNED DISTRICT WEB SITE is now in 
operation 

 
using the same Internet Web Address:- 

 
www. teignbridgescouts.org.uk 

 
Please send all news. reports, photographs to the Editor of 

‘Drum Beat’ for inclusion 
(views, ideas and impressions are welcome) 

 

 
District Diary cont. 
 
DISTRICT TEAM MEETINGS 2008/2009 
 
05 November 2008 
 
07 January 2009 
 
04 March 2009 
 
06 May 2009 
 
01 July 2009 
 
02 September 2009 
 
18 November 2009 
 
 
 
 

GOOD SIGNS FOR SCOUTING AT TEIGN VALLEY 
 
A meeting has recently taken place in the Christow 
Community Hall with a view to introducing Scouting to 
theTeign Valley. 
 
The District Commissioner, Alan Partridge, in addressing the 
meeting stated that there had been a number of enquiries 
concerning the need for such a Group. Members of the 
Districty Scout Team were introduced and in particular Jane 
and Patrick Gourd who were mentioned as the possible 
Mentors for new leaders and helpers in getting the 
programmes up and running. 
 
A number of folk present indicated their interest in a future 
Scout Group and willing accepted application forms for 
leadership positions. 
 
A further meeting is to take place in approx. one month’s 
time to consolidate the position of leadership and to form a 
committee to help support the new Group. 
We look forward in anticipation for yet another new Group to 
be formed in the District. 
 
 

 
Members of the visiting Team with some of the volunteers 
at the Teign Valley meeting. 
 



 
NEWS FROM THE GROUPS 
 
Ipplepen Group (Jim Mortiboy, GSL) 
 
On the 8th October we held our AGM where we heard 
reports from all areas, Beavers, Cubs, Pioneers, Scouts and 
Explorers. 
There were many activities and events and new skills learnt 
throughout the year, and this is thanks to the dedicated 
leaders and helpers that makes our Group so successful. 
The Challenge Cup was presented to Luke Parsons 
(Beavers) and the ‘Scout of the Year’ award went to Andrew 
Thorne (Explorers). 
We heard words of encouragement from Bob Gray (District 
Chairman) and Alan Partridge (District Scout Commissioner) 
who emphasised how every parent can, and in some cases, 
does help support our leaders. We also heard from our 
current Chairman, Iain Gibson, and Secretary Lesley 
Mawson. (There will be an emergency meeting at the Scout 
HQ on Tuesday 4 November to decide on replacements for 
these two positions.) 
Thanks went to Kathy for agreeing to continue as the 
Treasurer. The Fashion Show on 28 October was, 
unfortunately, cancelled, but the annual raffle still took place 
at the village hall. 
Other dates; 
Sunday 9 November - Remembrance Sunday Parade 
Tuesday 11 November - ’Ten Tors’ - First Meeting - Bovey 

Tracey Group HQ, 7.30pm 
Saturday 6 December - Paper Collection 
Finally, I shall be stepping down as compiler of the Scout 
News and leaving it in the capable hands of Peter Thorn. 
 
Mary-Ann Moseley 
 
 
 

JOTA - Jamboree on the Air – Report 
 
Once again the District Scout Headquarters was the venue 
for the annual ‘Jamboree on the Air’ when the weekend of 
18-19 October saw members of TARS (Torbay Amateur 
Radio) set up their radio equipment and invited members of 
Scout Groups to join them in making contacts with Scouts in 
overseas countries. 
Derrick Webber of TARS helped Tom, Harry and Oliver of 
Ipplepen Beavers to speak to Scouts overseas. 

 
 
 

The District Commissioner, 
Alan Partridge, couldn’t resist 
having a try! 
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DISTRICT NEWS 
 

‘District Training Plan - Sept 2008 to July 2009’ 
 
DATE: MODULE: PRESENTER: ASSIST. BY: 
10 Sept.08  No. 15  Adrian Partridge Keith Marshall 
 
24 Sept.08  No. 1/2/3 Alan Partridge Keith Marshall 
 
21 Oct. 08 No. 5 John Roberts 
 
16 Nov. 08 No. 10 David Wright 
 
3 Dec. 08 No. 19 John Roberts Patrick Gourd 
 
20 Jan. 09 No. 1/2/3 Alan Partridge Keith Marshall & 
   Ken Daniels 
 
4 Feb. 09 No. 13 Jamie McDonald 
  (Regional Comm’r for Development) 
 
8 March 09 No. 10 David Wright 
(cost per candidate £10 payable on the day) 
 
11 March 09  No. 11 Godfrey Foot 
 
27/29 Mar 09 No. 16 Jane Gourd Ruth Hiscoke & 
   Patrick Gourd 
 
12 May 09 No. 1/2/3 Alan Partridge Ken Daniels 
 
10 June 09 No. 17 Chris Solway Keith Marshall 
 
NOTE: Reservations should be made to the appropriate 
leader 10 days prior to the event. 
Module 16 : reservations should be made to the leader 
21 days before the event. 
 

 
 
 

GROUP TRAINING ADVISERS 
 
Group: Designated Adviser: Telephone: 
 
Ashburton Bridget Hedge 01626 360654 
Bishopsteignton Patrick Gourd 01626 773903 
Bovey Tracey Ken Daniels 01626 832042 
Chudleigh Darren Le Marquand 01626 853918 
Dawlish Patrick Gourd 01626 773903 
Kingskerswell Keith Marshall 01803 873410 
Ipplepen Jim Mortiboy 01803 812171 
Highweek Village Ruth Hiscoke 01626 201368 
Morteonhampstead Chris Solway 
Teignmouth Jo Bennett 01626 867002 
River Teign Iris Burrows 01626 331196 
1st Newton Abbot Jane Gourd 01626 773903 
3rd Newton Abbot Jeff Hiscoke 01626 201368 
Group Scout Leaders Andrew Thorpe 01626 854177 
                                mob. 07860707805 
 
Additional Training Advisers:- 
 
Adrian Partridge  01803 812280 
John Roberts  01626 212626 
                               mob. 07765544045 
Rob Hale 
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‘SCOUT‘S OWN’ 
‘Lessons from Nature - Elephants’ 

 
This month’s ‘Lesson’ is based on a true story of elephants. 
These particular elephants were attached to the Pavilion 
Hotel in Thailand and rides on these marvellous beasts were 
one of the most popular attactions. 
Each day as many as eight people rode on one elephant, 
first into the surrounding forest then to the beach and to 
lunch at the fresh water lagoon, then back to the hotel. 

“Our nine elephants” writes the hotel 
manager, Jim France “are kept 
chained to in-ground posts, not 
because they need to be, but 
because it make the tourists feel 
better about the safety of their 
children when they are feeding the 
beasts.” 

About 20 minutes before the first wave of the recent Tsunami 
hit, the elephants became extremely agitated and unruly. 
Four had just returned from the lagoon and had not been 
chained up yet. In desperate panic the four helped the other 
five elephants free from their chains. They all ran frantically 
up the hill and started bellowing. Many people followed them. 
Then the waves hit. After the waves subsided, the elephants 
charged down the hill and picked up children with their trunks 
and began running back up the hill. When all the children 
were taken care of they began helping the adults! 
These great beasts rescued 42 people that day. Then, they 
returned to the beach and carried up the dead bodies of 4 
adults and 1 child. Not until this task was done did they allow 
their handlers to mount them. 
With handlers atop them, they began moving the wreckage. 
What a grand display of intelligence and compassion. 
No one is insignificant - not a sparrow - not an elephant – 
and especially not you! 
 
PADRE 
 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme NEWS 
 
‘Funding opportunities in the South West’ We have a 
limited amount of funding from the South West Fund 
available for young people in financial hardship, or for new 
groups starting up D of E in deprived areas. Applications 
should be sent in writing to the SW Office, clearly stating 
which fund the application is for. We also have funds specific 
to areas ormprojects in the South West. 
 
‘SW Training Opportunities’ ‘Introduction to the D of E’ 
Ideal for leaders who are new to the D of E, or who have 
taken over the running of a group. It covers the D of E’s 
philosophy and principles, looks at each section in detail, 
and gives relevant leader information. 
Date: 1 November Venue: St. John’s Ambulance HQ, 
Paignton. Cost: £25.00 Contact: Catherine McCulloch, 
email: catherine.mcculloch@DofE.org Tel: 01249 702 183 
 
Expedition areas: 
Robert Steemson, Dartmoor Expedition Area, 
Tel: 01364 661 202 email: dartmoor@DofE.org 
 

 
“ Remember, Remember, the 5th of November”  

 

 
 

OTTERY ST. MARY TAR BARRELS 
Ottery St. Mary is internationally renowned for its Tar 
Barrels, an old custom said to have originated in the 17th 
century, and which is held on 5th November each year. 
Ottery’s central public houses sponsor a single barrel and in 
the weeks prior to the day of the event, the barrels are 
soaked with tar. The barrels are lit outside each of the pubs 
in turn and once the flames begin to pour out, they are 
hoisted up onto the backs and shoulders of local people. The 
streets are packed with people all eager to feel the lick of the 
barrels flame. 17 barrels in all are lit some weighing as much 
as 30 kilos. In most cases generations of the same family 
carry barrels. It is generally agreed that it began as a pagan 
ritual to cleanse the streets of evil spirits. It is followed by one 
of the biggest bonfires in the South West besides the River 
Otter. 

 



 
A CENTURY OF SCOUTING 

1st Newton Abbot Sea Scouts ‘come of age’ 
 
On Sunday 19 October the Group HQ of the 1st Newton 
Abbot was alive with activities, reflecting the 100 years of 
Scouting in this area. 
 
Steve Robinson GSL (right) is assisted by Iris Burrows(ADC 
Beavers) and Jane & Patrick Gourd,( ADC Cubs & 
International) . Andrew Fear, Jess Whitehouse, Mike Lee 
and Tom Wood are Assist. Leaders and Helpers. 
 
 

At 92 years Arthur Drew was the oldest member to be 
present, and he is seen here presenting a cheque for £100 

to the Group. 

 
 
 

The old ‘Senior 
Scouts’ Flag 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Many former Scouts were able to attend and amongst these 
were one or two leaders of the past. 

 

 
Past and present 

Akelas of the 
Group 
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The Scout 
Group in 

1929 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Cutting the Centenary Cake 

Cheering on - to a further Century! 
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. DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP 

 
At the last Fellowship Meeting on 18 September it was 
announced that a ‘Skittles’ tournament would take place on 
Saturday 11 October between the Trefoil Guild and the 
Fellowship. This was duly held in the Oakford Club, 
Kingsteignton. Most of the members present took part. 
 

 
 
The bowling was 
fast fast and 
furious 
 
 

 
The Fellowship has its 

Champions! 
 

 
 

Keeping up one’s 
stamina! 

 
 

 
Well, someone 
has to put these 

up again! 
 
 
 
 
 
l 

Incidentally, the Trefoil Guild were the winners (again!) 
 
 
The ‘Cooking Competition’ is due to be held on Saturday 
1st November at the Bovey Tracey Scout H.Q. This will be 
judged by two independent members from Torquay and 
Exeter. 
 
In his Report, the Chairman, Ken Purchase, informed the 
meeting that the Newton Abbot Museum has agreed to 
mount a Scouting Display during the month of February, 
2009. Any members with items should contact Ken before 
the end of this year. 
 
The Fellowship Lunch will be held on Saturday 7 February, 
2009. More details later. 
 
The next Meeting of the Scout Fellowship will take place 
on Thursday 20 November. New members are 
alwayswelcome. 
 

 
DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP 

 
The District Scout Shop can be found within the District 
Headquarters (Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is 
open every Saturday morning, 10.am - 12 noon. 
For further information and for emergency requirements 
please contact David Wright on Tel. no 01626 336947 
 
 

 
 
There is also a District Guide Shop in the same building 
open each Saturday morning. 
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(smile - it helps!) 

“Following the problems in the ‘sub-prime lending market’ in 
America and the run on Northern Rock in the UK, uncertainty 
has now hit Japan. In recent days Origami Bank has folded, 
Sumo Bank has gone belly up and Bonsai Bank announced 
plans to cut some of its branches. 
Yesterday, it was announced that Karaoke Bank is up for 
sale and will likely go for a song, while today shares in 
Kamikaze Bank were suspended after they nose-dived. 
While Samurai Bank is soldiering on following sharp 
cutbacks, Ninja Bank is reported to have taken a hit, but they 
remain in the black. Furthermore, 500 staff at Karate Bank 
got the chop and analysts report that there is something fishy 
going on at Sushi Bank where it is feared that staff may get a 
raw deal” 
 
 
 
 
WATCH OUT for our ‘CHRISTMAS SPECIAL’ 
COPY available first week of December! 
 
Enjoy singing your favourite Carols - what’s 
your best Christmas joke or story - got any 
plans for your Group, Colony, Pack or 
Troop? SHARE THEM with readers of ‘Drum Beat’ (send 
before end of November). 
 
• Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can now be sent direct to you by  
email. 
• This will enable you to download however many copies you 
need. 
• Please send the Editor your name and email address. 

 


