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GREETINGS FROM THE DISTRICT PRESIDENT

The only line which | would like to be included in the
Christmas edition of Drum Beat is one to congratulate all the
Teignbridge Scouts on their achievements throughout the
year, be they relating to their excellent efforts on the Ten
Tors or their personal achievements in gaining further
Scouting qualifications, and most of all for assisting not only
fellow Scouts but other Groups, charities and individuals
whenever they have been in need, and by showing that they
are enjoying themselves whilst giving of their service. Might |
also remind everyone that next year marks the Centenary of
Girl Guiding and it is hoped that every encouragement and
assistance be given to them wherever possible.

| wish every member of the Teignbridge Scout Association a
Very Happy Christmas and a cheerful New Year.

Lord Clifford

GREETINGS FROM THE
DISTRICT CHAPLAIN

At Christmas it is so important

that we remember to say

‘Thank you'. We all seem

much lazier now in writing our letters of thanks. Many of us
find it easier to send a text message or an email. Sadly,
some will not even both to do that! But as we consider
Scouting in Teignbridge, we have so much to be thankful for.
On Remembrance Sunday | was privileged to be with the
Ipplepen Group at the village War Memorial. As | told them
afterwards, they were a credit to the Village, to the
Movement, to their Parents, and perhaps mostly to
Themselves. There are more of them on parade each year,
and for that we must be thankful for Jim Mortiboy and the
other Leaders. What happens in Ipplepen is reflected across
the District, as new Leaders come forward, enabling
Scouting to welcome more and more young people to our
ranks.

God gave us the greatest gift of all at that first Christmas.
One way in which we can try to express our thanks for that
gift is in serving and helping each other. Scouting helps us to
do that in a way which is both practical and great fun. Let us
always remember the words of the Blessing which | used at
the recent St. George’s Day Parade: “Go out into the world in
peace. Be brave; keep hold of that which is good; never pay
back wrong for wrong; encourage the faint-hearted; support
the weak and the distressed; give due honour to everyone”.
Thank you for all that you do for Scouting. | wish you all a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Revd Tony Meek, District Chaplain

Introducing WARREN DOUGLAS our newest Member of
the Scout Executive Committee.

Warren is a former member of the 1st

Ipplepen Group whose role in the District is

to assist Groups in seeking funding for

particular purposes. It is intended that if a

Group has particular ‘fundraising’ in mind

they can contact Warren who will assist and

guide them to possible sources of funding

that may be available, and how best to apply for such
funding.

If any Groups have any projects for which they would like
Warren’s assistance, they should address their proposals to
him at 22 Union Street, Newton Abbot, TQ12 2JT or email
to:- warren.douglas@dpandsolicitors.co.uk and to be
sure to give full details including contact address.

page 3
DISTRICT NEWS

‘District Training Plan - December 08 - June 2009’

DATE: MODULE: PRESENTER: ASSIST. BY:
3 Dec. 08 No. 19 Patrick Gourd
20Jan.09 No.1/2/3 Alan Partridge Keith Marshall &
Ken Daniels
4 Feb. 09 No. 13 Jamie McDonald
(Regional Comm'r for Development)
8 March 09 No. 10 David Wright

(cost per candidate £10 payable on the day)

11 Mar 09 No. 11 Godfrey Foot

27/29 Mar 09 No. 16 Ruth Hiscoke &

Patrick Gourd

Jane Gourd

12 May 09  No. 1/2/3 Alan Partridge Ken Daniels

10 June 09 No. 17 Chris Solway  Keith Marshall
NOTE: Reservations should be made to the appropriate
leader 10 days prior to the event.

Module 16 : reservations should be made to the leader

21 days before the event.

DISTRICT COMPETITIONS FOR 2009

District Archery Competition, 28 Feb. 2009, at
Bovey Tracey. (more information later)

District ‘Poster Competition’, Jan - March 2009
- for all Sections
Entry forms from John Roberts, ADC Public Relations

District ‘Fishing Day & Competition’,
July 2009
More details in the New Year.

District ‘Photographic Competition’
2009

More details from David Wright in the
New Year.

District 'First Aid Competition’ 2009
More details from David Wright in the New Year.

MEMBERSHIP FEES 2009
Please note the Membership Fees for 2009 are:-

Headquarters: £19.10
County: £5.60
District: £4.00
World Jamboree: £1.00

TOTAL.: £29.70
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‘SCOUT'S OWN’
‘Lessons from Nature - the Robin’

WE ARE ALL familiar with the sight of the Robin who always
seems to put in an appearance in our gardens at this time of
the year, perhaps encouraged by the many generous
helpings of bird food to compensate for his decreasing
supply of food in the wild during winter months, and, of
course, features on a vast number of Christmas cards!

If asked what was the most distinguishing marks on the robin
we would not hestitate in saying it was the ‘red breast'.
Because of these red markings there have been numerous
stories and legends with the Robin at their centre. Regarding
unusual places where Robins build their nests, a Mrs
Bowditch reported of one which attached its nest to the Bible
of the parish church in Hampton, Warwickshire, and another
which built its nest on the reading desk of a church in
Wiltshire and laid six eggs in it! I'm not sure if these reports
are any indication of ‘inactivity’ in those respective places of
worship, but | suspect that the Sunday ‘preacher’ rendered
his sermons in ‘guiet tones’ so as not to disturb the small
residents!

One legend associated with the Robin’s red breast tells of
how when Jesus was hanging on the Cross and dying, the
Robin (which at that time was said to be wholly brown in
colour) flew to His side and sang into His ear to comfort Him.
Further, that the blood from the crown of thorns dripped
down onto the Robin thus staining his breast a bright red,
and from that time on, all Robins were born with the same
red mark.

Regardless of the story or the legend, Christmas would be a
duller place without the cheerful presence of the Robin
Redbreast!

PADRE ‘A Happy Christmas!’

‘PEACELIGHT’ EVENING 2009’

This year it has been decided to break with tradition because
so many of our young people are involved with School Plays
and other Carol Services just before the Christmas holidays.
It has been decided that the ‘PeaceLight Evening’ will be
held on Wednesday 14 January, 2009, at 7.15pm at
St.Mary’s Church, Abbotsbury.

A Collection will be taken in aid of the Children’s Hospice
SW.

| am anxious to know of any member of Scouting or Girl
Guides who would be willing to sing, recite or play an
instrument as part of the programme.

It is your evening and | would wish that you participated.
Please advise me, “Lefty”, if you would like to add some
‘sparkle’ to the evening.

David Wright

IVOR KINGWELL - Obituary

IVOR first came to my notice when one of the Scout Leaders
at the Highweek Group told me that he had a new leader
from Watts Blake and Bearn PLC. This was not surprising
because three of the Group’s leaders came from that
Company.

These leaders introduced a young 22 year-old quiet spoken
and almost introvert young man as the new Assistant Scout
Leader.

Ivor never got excited; he spoke quietly and never made any
comments on the things that he did. Ivor got on with the
leadership in the Group and, in 1973, he entered a team for
the ‘Ten Tors Challenge’ for the first time. This was a 35 mile
team. He had success with this when all six returned. The
Group was so proud of this achievement.

Ivor developed this challenge until Highweek had four teams:
three ‘35 miles’ and one ‘45 miles’. He was meticulous in the
planning and in the preparation. The only standard he would
accept was one of excellence. Everything Ivor set out to
achieve was successful and was undertaken to a high
standard.

Ivor progressed this concept of ‘Ten Tors Challenge’ into the
District and kept it alive until his untimely death at Ripon Tor
on Sunday 23 November, 2008.

Ivor also contributed to the District by becoming the
Chairman of the ‘Appointments Committee’ and had much
experience in making judgments on new leaders for
suitability in their chosen sections of the Scouting Movement.
Ivor was quiet, reliable and always sincere in everything he
did and said. He was a gentleman, a great friend, always
with a word of encouragement for those around him.

His quiet efficiency inspired everyone who knew him. He will
be sorely missed. He will never be replaced. It was a
privilege to know him; he was a giant among men.
THANKYOU IVOR FOR ALL YOUR WORK, HELP, AND
ABOVE ALL, FRIENDSHIP!

Alan W.Partridge, District Commissioner.

‘RICHARD’S WISH’ (the late Richard Cridge) is a Charity,
set up by his family, in memory of Richard who lost his two
year battle with cancer earlier this year at the age of just
seventeen. Richard was an enthusiastic member of the
Dawlish Explorer Scouts (having been a Cub and Scout with
the Group). The aim of the Charity is to raise money to be
used to treat children, teenagers, and young adults to an
activity of their choice to help them cope whilst undergoing
cancer-treatment.

The Charity is currently asking people for their old mobile
phones which can be recycled and earn the Charity £2.50
each; also empty printer cartridges(NOT Epsom or toner
cartridges) worth £1,00 each.

A collection point will be set up at the District Scout HQ for
these donations. In addition, the Charity would welcome
financial donations towards ‘Richard’s Wish'.

For further information please contact:Jo Bennett,

GSL, 4™ Teignmouth Group.

Tel:01626 867002 email:j.0.b.4@hotmail.com

Thank you.



REPORTS FROM GROUPS

3rd Newton Abbot Group: The Group’s Annual General
Meeting took place on 13 November with Section reports
read by Tracey (Beaver Scout Leader) and Margaret (Cub
Scout Leader) illustrating the busy programmes enjoyed by
Beavers and Cubs.

During the evening the Annual Tropies were awarded to:-
‘Beaver of the Year’ - Ben Miller

‘Most promising new Beaver’ - George Fradd

‘Cub of the Year’ - Ben Flower

‘Most promising new Cub’ - Jonathan Maddicott

Cub Scout Luke Turner received a special award for ‘Public
Service’ as he read the Scout Remembrance Prayer at the
War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday.

It is hoped to re-form the Scout Troop in the New Year
having had a volunteer come forward to become the new
Scout Leader. An Assistant Leader is now being sought!

1st Bovey Tracey Group: On a recent visit | found the
Beavers ‘beavering away’ at making Christmas decorations:
(Woolworths eat your heart out!):-

Whilst at ‘1st Chudleigh Group’ ,
the Beavers were ready for a story!

Greetings from Jane Gourd (ADC Cub Scouts)
and Patrick Gourd (ADC International)

OUR CUB SCOUT FAMILY has grown this year (with new
Groups being added to the District) and we look forward to
seeing new faces joining us in District events in 2009.
The next gathering for Leaders (Seeone) will
Wednesday 21 January.

be on

INTERNATIONAL: The ‘Reindeer and Camels’ are all getting
rather fat due to lack of exercise - | would like to have more
races in 2009!

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year,

JANE AND PATRICK GOURD
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REPORT FROM DISTRICT ‘SWAP SHOP’
At Bovey Tracey

The ‘Drop-in Day held on Saturday 22 November proved to
be a beneficial time to share ideas with each group and with
invited guests who represented activities of particular
usefulness to Scouting groups.

Jane Gourd (ADC Cub Scouts) who together with her
husband Patrick(ADC International) organised the event said
that the feedback from visitors has been good; most Groups
had someone who came along. Jane wished to thank those
who brought along ideas and those who supported all day,
with special thanks to Roy Crocker(Somerset) for ‘Casualty
makeup’ and to Steve Parkyn of Sidmouth who mounted the
‘Pinewood Derby' car racing. The winners of this racing
were: Ben Stevens (1st Newton Abbot) first place, with Luke
Turner (3rd Newton Abbot) second place.

Casualty make-up
(Roy Crocker)

‘Pinewood Derby’
(Steve Parkyn)

Cubs enjoying the Car
Racing

The Rock Centre,
Chudleigh (rock climbing)

‘Countryside’
Rangers

Other displays of interest were:

‘2007 World Jamboree’ (Phil Hedges), ‘Woggle-making
Workshop’, ‘Badges Display'(David Wright), ‘Recycling
Information’ and a number of ‘Programme Ideas’ contributed
by various leaders of the District.
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DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP

In his recent Report during the Fellowship Meeting on
Thursday 20 November, the Chairman, Ken Purchase,
informed the meeting that the Newton Abbot Museum has
agreed to mount a Scouting Display during the year 2009,
showing the history of Scouting in the Teignbridge District.
Iltems such as photos, artifacts, uniform of days gone by,
Scouting books, smaller items of camping gear, badges,
pennants, and other items of interest can be brought along to
the District HQ on the evening of Friday 12 December or
at the Coffee morning on Sat. 13 December. All items to
be displayed will be ‘security marked’ to avoid any loss, and
receipts will be issued for all items.

Any member not sure about any item can tel. Ken on 01626
353063

The Fellowship Lunch will be held on Saturday 7 February,
2009 at the 'Teign Corinthian Yacht Club’, Teignmouth, from
12.30pm. Members should indicate their attendance to Jean
Ingram, Secretary.

The next Meeting of the Scout Fellowship will take place
on Thursday 15 January, 209. New members are always
welcome.

Finally, Ken closes with Greetings to all Members and
Supporters of the Scout Fellowship by saying:-

“We are racing towards the Christmas Season and by
the time you are reading this you will have little time left
to prepare for the Festivities (panic!!), but Scouts DO
NOT PANIC! - we are always prepared for a challenge!
We wish you and yours a Very Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year! Ken Purchase, Chairman

*kkk J O T A *kkk

‘Jamboree on the Air' was set up in the District
Headquarters by members of the Torbay Amateur Radio
Society (TARS) especially for the benefit of Scouts of this
District. Sadly, although giving up two days of their time, they
were greatly disappointed by the lack of support by visiting
members.

This is an opportunity for all members of Scouting and
Guiding to communicate by radio with Scouts from every
corner of the world.

We trust that there will be a greater response and support for
this year’'s JOTA where you can get ‘hands-on’ involvement
which could lead to you obtaining the ‘Communicator Badge’
too.

Watch out for details of the next unique opportunity to

‘reach out to the wider world of Scouting’

David Wright
Last year's JOTA
held at the District
Headquarters

DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP

The District Scout Shop can be found within the District
Headquarters (Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is
open every Saturday morning, 10.am - 12 noon.

For further information and for emergency requirements
please contact David Wright on Tel. no 01626 336947

“Do not forget we can obtain your equipment for next year's
camping at a discounted cost. Also, we have compasses,
map cases, etc for those attempting the ‘Ten Tors
Challenge’. Just ask us to order your items and we will do
the rest".

Please note: the Scout Shop will close for Christmas
after trading on Saturday 13th December, and Re-opens
on Saturday 10th January, 2009.

Dulcie and ‘Lefty’ wish all our ‘customers’ a Peaceful
and Blessed Christmas!

There is also a District Guide Shop in the same building
open each Saturday morning.

TAIL PIECE:

Did you know that the tradition of hanging up a stocking for
Father Christmas to put presents in dates back to the fourth
century?

According to legend, Father Christmas, also known as Santa
Claus or Saint Nicholas, was the Bishop of Myra in Asia
Minor. He heard about a man who had three daughters .
They weren’t able to get married because their father
couldn’t afford a dowry - which is money, property or goods
given by a bride’s father to his future son-in-law.

The story says that the Bishop threw three bags of gold
down the chimney of the family home. One landed in a
stocking that had been hung up by the fire to dry. Since then,
children have hung up a stocking, either at the end of their
bed or by the fireplace, and waited for Father Christmas to
deliver their presents.

Have you got yours ready yet?

THE EDITOR OF 'DRUM BEAT
WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL IT'S
READERS A VERY MERRY
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW
YEAR



