Editorial

This month has continued with increasing
interest shown in local newspapers into various aspects
of Scouting.

‘Charge of the Scout Parade’ (MD Advertiser), with
photos of our District President(Lord Clifford) and
District Commissioner, both supporting the argument
against paying a fee to government for the ‘privilege’ of
marching to Buckfast Abbey on St. George’s Day ! The
well-versed argument quoted other occasions when a
‘road closure’ payment is waived i.e. Remembrance
Sunday and felt that youth organisations such as Scouts
should not be penalised in this way. The good news is
that the charge will now NOT apply!

‘Scouting about for children to join new group’
(H.Express, 7 Feb) Following the successes of the
new Moretonhampstead group, Ashburton has been
included in the news. Last week, (12 Feb) the first
meeting of interested people took place and plans laid
for the commencement of a Group. Further planning
meetings are to be arranged.

‘Village support sought for revival of Scout Group’

the MD Advertiser read. News of Denbury being
considered for a re-start. The initial meeting will take
place on 7 March.

‘Scouting links go back a long way’ (H.Express 15
Feb). Featuring a retired ADC Cub Scouts, formerly of
Kingsbridge and latterly a Fellowship member of this
District, Betsy Mitchell of Kingsteignton.(see elsewhere
in this edition for short report).

‘Working quietly in the background’ (H.Express, 8
Feb.). Our District Commissioner and yours truly fall
‘victim’ to Edna Wickham'’s ‘candid camera’ whilst at the
Annual Fellowship Lunch (reported last month). Thanks
Edna - keep up the Scouting image!

This past week Alan (DC), Godfrey Foot(Chairman
Finance Committee), and myself (as ADC(PR), held
meetings with the Leader of the District Council, Alan
Connett, Ann Fry(Community Officer) and Andy
Davies(Anti-Social Behaviour Officer). A number of
important issues relating to the development and
extension of Scouting programmes in the District were
addressed. A number of worth-while ideas were offered
for future consideration and we felt that the meeting had
been a most
worthwhile and fruitful=—
time. il |
These ideas will be|
passed on to relevan
leaders in coming
days.

From the District Commissioner,  Alan W.Partridge

Scouting is as much
part of the British way of life as ‘Roast
Beef and Yorkshire Pudding’.
It is a fact that children and young adults will
form gangs, they will associate together no
matter what their elders do; it is part of the
‘Herd Instinct’. We didn’t do anything, we congregated in
the corner of the playground talking, but we were
together, we were a gang!
Today's children and young people still have the ‘Herd
Instinct’ that we call ‘gangs’. We humans have one
advantage over the animal world - we have free choice.
We can choose bad or evil, but we can choose good.
Each Gang takes on the character of a ‘Bad’ Gang or
‘Good’ Gang. it is the Community that decides how these
gangs progress.

If the Community sits on it's hands and takes no interest
in what the children and young adults are doing, then
there will be a spiral of ‘bad gangs’ because they do not
have any experienced direction in their thinking. There is
an old saying: “The Devil finds work for idle hands to do”.
If the Community, on the other hand, does take an
interest in what is going on, then there will be a similar
growth in 'Good Gangs'.

The Community sets the tone. The Community gets the
quality of Community it deserves. We are all responsible
for the quality of our lives. If we choose to do nothing - if
we choose to adopt an attitude of “Blow you - I'm all-right,
Jack!”, then the Community will be impoverished and the
quality of life will be eroded.

Over the past thirty years we have seen an erosion in the
quality of our communal life. Why? It is a fact that in
direct relation the number of Good gangs has declined
(Scouts, Guides, Boy's Brigade, G.L.B. and Youth Clubs)
so the Bad Gangs (violence, drinking, drugs, and
vandalism) have increased.

We, the Community, are responsible for the deterioration
in our society! Most people if asked by a youth
organisation to make a donation to help run the group will
willingly give money. If the Community is asked to give it's
TIME, then this is closely guarded, and there is a
reluctance to offer this commodity.

In Teignbridge the Scouts in 1978 ran 21 Scout Groups;
in 2007 Teignbridge Scouts operated 9 Scout Groups. In
1978 we had 1200 children and young adults in
membership; in 2007 Teignbridge Scouts had 700
members! - still doing a good job but falling far short of its
potential.

(Cont. on Page 3)



DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS
Notices - Appointments - Diary

‘The Hurdlestone Challenge’ Friday 27 June to Sunday 29
June, 2008

Venue: Higher Humber Farm, Bishopsteignton.
Open to members of the Scout and Guide Associations.

Activities:

Saturday: 8 mile hike with bases along the way including:
Obstacle Course, Archery, First Aid, Map & Compass work,
Tug of War, Aerial Runway, Rifle Shooting, Puzzle Corner,
Senses.

Sunday: Fun day - a chance to have a go at Games, various
Sports, Crafts and other activities.

Booking: applications to Mrs J Corbyn, 4 Lears Lane,
Chudleigh, Devon. TQ13 OLP

Closing date: 31 March, 2008

Entry fee: £30.00 (including food, campsite fees,

entertainment, camp badge and certificate, the Challenge and
Fun Day).

For more information:-

(a) visit the Web: www. hurdlestone.org.uk
(b) by email: info@hurdlestone.org.uk
(c) by telephone: Jean Corbyn on 01626 853838
(d) by letter: The Hurdlestone Committee,
c/o Mrs. J Corbyn, 4 Lears Lane, Chudleigh, TQ13 OLP
(brochures and entry forms can be obtained from the above)
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Voluntary Youth Service information
The ‘Sir Francis Chichester Trust’ has free places on
Outward Bound Courses lasting three weeks.
Applications should be made by 10 March.

For more information go to: www.chichestertrust.org.uk

or ring Anthea on Tel: 01392 250976;
email:info:chichestertrust.org.uk
Useful web site: www.filmstreet.co.uk  for Young

People and film-making.

DISTRICT DIARY
e Tuesday 4 March 08 - Team Meeting at
Ashburton (St.Andrews Hall) with Group.
e Wednesday 5 March 08 - District Team
Meeting, District H.Q. 7.30 pm
e Thursday 6 March 08 - Team at
Moretonhampstead (in time for Cubs at 5.30-6pm)
» Friday 7 March 08 - Initial Meeting for Denbury
Group
e Saturday 15 March 08 - District ‘Cub Scout Day
of Sport’
Wednesday 19 March 08
Bishopsteignton Group. 7.30 pm
e Thursday 20 March 08 - Scout Fellowship
Meeting, District H.Q., 7.45 pm
e Good Friday 21 March
March 08
e Sunday 27 April 08 - St. George's Day Parade
& Service, Buckfast Abbey
e 27 -29 June 08 - Hurdlestone Challenge
e 27 -29 June 08 - District Cub Scout Camp

- Initial Meeting for

- Easter Sunday 23

FROM THE INTERNET

Did you know that you can access ‘Programmes
on Line’ where you can find Scout programmes and

help for creating programmes for sectional
activities?
Go to ‘Programmes Online’ at

www.scouts.org/pol/home.do

‘kidsoutdoors’ - take a look at kidsoutdoors.com

for activities and news. ‘This is part of a campaign
led by young people. It challenges kids to break the
routine of watching TV or playing computer games
and experience the freedom of the outdoors - ideally
through an organisation like Scouting.’

‘The government recommends that young

people spend at least one hour a day getting
outdoors and active; this campaign is a great
incentive for young people meeting this target. The
message is: ‘get outdoors!’

the full text can be had from:
www.scouts.org.uk/scoutingplus/010208/010208.htm

CORRECTION: In last month’s Newsletter we incorrectly
stated that Iris Burrows,ADC(Beavers) had ‘twin boys’
where in fact Iris has * a boy and a girl'. Apologies lIris,
good luck with them!



We were happy to have as our guest at the recent Seeone
Meeting on 13th February, our ACC for Cub Scouts,Sandra
Johnson.

Unfortunately, not all Packs were represented and the
ACC(CS) was looking for information on the suggested
County programme and whether we would be supporting
any or all of the 2008 events.

4th Teignmouth and 1st Newton Abbot Packs have both
had a visit from ‘Professor Fumble’ with his circus
workshop.

Jane Gourd, ADC (Cub Scouts)

It is now some time ago since | made an appeal (in the first
edition of Drum Beat) for anyone interested in being
involved in a District Water Activities Team. To date only
one leader has done so. I’'m sure this is not a true
reflection of how much enthusiasm there is for the project,
so please get in touch with me if you are interested by
emailing or telephoning me (see numbers below).

On 27 January | had pleasure in facilitating a ‘District Patrol
Leader's Council'. We covered future activities,
communciations within the District, activity costs, why some
events have failed to attract enough entries, the possibility
of a ‘challenge event’ linked to St. Georges Day, and much
more.

Many PLs gave their email address in order to receive
‘Drum Beat’ and also event information. PLs who were not
there who wish to be added to that list can forward their
details to Ed. Salter email: ekdsalter@megned.com who is
compiling the list.

The Council was valuable for a number of reasons and |
hope will help to inform our thinking for some time to come.

It might also serve to evidence consultation with young
people in any grant applications we might make as a District
or as individual groups.

Sadly, although in number-terms the event was well
supported, only half the groups in the District were
represented. This was a chance for young people to
influence District thinking, and some groups have missed
that chance.

We have to put value on the views of our Scouts: they are
our clients. However, the PL's were almost unanimous in
requesting further PL’s Councils, and | anticipate we could
be looking at two or three a year, perhaps one each school
term, so there will be a chance for under-represented
groups to redress the balance. In the meantime, we at
District now have plenty to think about!

Adrian Partridge, ADC Developement
email: adrian@bhillwise.co.uk
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(continued from Page one)
Why? There is no shortage of children and young adults wishing
to join. We could have 2000 members; the demand for Scouting is
vast!
Money is not preventing growth; as already said, people will give
their money and organisations will give money. Whilst money is
still very acceptable for the continuation of the organisation we
need PEOPLE to give of their time! We know time is precious; we
know that to give time is a commitment; and we know that we are
reluctant to make commitments.
Scouting is on the Front Line in the war against ‘anti-social
behaviour’. A child or young adult who is a member of Scouts or
Guides, going through the twelve-year adventure and training
programme WILL NOT BECOME AN ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
STATISTIC!
Whilst Scouting and Guiding is not a panacea for all Anti-Social
Behaviour it is a key element towards forming a more acceptable
society, where residents and particularly females, can walk around
our towns and villages in total safety.
County, District and Town Councils CANNOT IGNORE the ‘Good
Gangs’. There is a sense that they view us as an ‘annoying child’;
they give us a ‘pat on the head’ and hope that we will go away!.
Councils ignore the ‘Good Gangs’ at their perill If they think that
the Anti-Social Behaviour is bad now, it is nothing compared with
the situation they would face if the ‘Good Gangs’ did not exist! An
additional 700 children and young adults let loose on the streets of
the Community, untrained, bored, and looking for something to do
and that almost certainly illegal.
We cannot expect the Police to cope - they do not have the
resources; and the councils just ‘scratch their heads’ and don't
appear to have any understanding as to the way forward - just
clutching at straws! When you look at the amount of money,
facilities and equipment that is bestowed on these dubious council
initiatives it is clear that there is little hope for the future.
After 100 years of Scouting we have learned how to train and
encourage young people in purposeful and beneficial behaviour.
We have learned over this time scale how to work with children
and young adults. Being ALL VOLUNTEERS we are working with
the members, not for any financial reward, but because we have a
desire to make a difference!
WE NEED VOLUNTEER LEADERS! If Scouts and Guides had
many more volunteer leaders we could easily give 2000 children
and young adults a purposeful programme of activities that will
stay with them for the rest of their lives. They will not have any
time for anti-social behaviour because they will have developed
interests that will give them greater satisfaction, and stand them in
good stead for the rest of their lives.
Scouting is also a very Ethical Organisation. The one thing that
sets it apart from other organisations is that it has an undertaking:
a commitment, made by the member. The focal point of Scouting
is the Scout PROMISE:- “I promise that | will do my best, to do my
duty to God and the Queen; to help other people, and to keep the
Scout Law”
I know that when | took the promise in 1943 as a Cub this promise
could have been ‘Holy Scripture’. It has guided my life. | have
often failed to meet the exacting demands, but it has always been
my guide. It has given me Patriotism and Loyalty. It can still be the
guide for generations of members, and with that foundation as
life’s philosophy the child or young adult will have a strong helping
hand throughout it.
Therefore, the community is responsible for it's own quality of life.
If it fails to give time and effort to the next generation it will get the
society that it deserves!
If members of our community decide that they can’t or won't give
time to the young, then STOP COMPLAINING about the anti-social
behaviour that exists in our Community. The older generations are
responsible for the problems by failing to acknowledge their
responsibility to the young. By doing so they create the very
problems that they abhor!



Devon County News:

Devon County Aviation Camping Weekend:

There is a limited number of places for scouts over 13 years
to attend this event.

* The weekend will take place at the Belle Vue Airstrip (nr
Torrington) and scouts will work towards three badges:-

« Aeronautics, Meteorologist, Navigator.

e Scouts aged 13 on 1st March are invited to apply

« Cost of the weekend is £27 each, covering food, and all
events, including at least one FREE flight.

* Leaders are welcome only if they bring up to FOUR
scouts and are willing to help with the running of the event.

* Application should be made by 11 April with above fee

e Application forms email:training@devonscouts.org.uk

‘Devon 101’ - Beavers and Cubs

This event will take place on 3 - 5, October, 2008. Venue
not yet decided. Scouts and Explorers will be able to camp
but Cubs and Beavers will be able to visit on the Saturday.
It is hoped that all Cubs and Beavers will take part in the
‘design-a-badge’ competition. Rules have been sent to
Districts.

Other dates for your diary:-

e 1 March: Swap Shop, Southmead, Braunton, 10.30 am
* 29 March: Sixers Council, Exeter, 10.30 am

e 22 June: Cross Country. TBA

e 2 Nov: County Shield, Watcombe, Torbay, 10.30 am
e A'Camp Fire Leaders course will be held. Date and
Venue to be confirmed.

* In all events please contact the ADC (Cubs) and ADC
(Beavers)

SCOUTS 'DISCRIMINATE’ AGAINST ATHEISTS

The Scout Association was reported to the Equality
Watchdog ...... for ‘discriminating’ against atheists. The
National Secular Society and the British Humanist
Association are furious that the Scout Association is refusing
to scrap the pledge required of every new scout , to do their
‘duty to God ...... '

However, Stephen Peck, of the Scout Association, which
was founded by Lord Baden-Powell, a ‘muscular Christian’,
said: “It is fundamental to Scouting that young people are
helped to wunderstand their spirituality”. (The Daily
Telegraph).

Comment: this challenge comes at a time when church-
going is up - ‘almost three million people went to Church of
England services on Christmas Day (not including Advent or
carol services).  The numbers were up by 300,000 on
attendances for 25th December of the year before'.(The

Times).

(Any leader wishing for a copy of the Scout
Association’s full reply to this subject can obtain one
from me - the Editor, John Roberts, email:

jiroberts37 @blueyonder.co.uk
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The Editor writes: The other week | was contacted by our
good friend, Edna Wickhams, who, as many of you know,
edits a page in the ‘Herald Express’ each Friday, often
making mention of Scouting events and issues.

Edna knew of a former Cub Scout ADC who is now living in
Kingsteignton with her daughter, but not in very good health,
and she invited me along to meet Mrs. Betsy Mitchell, now
living on Chudleigh Road.

So off we went and sat with Betsy in her room facing a sunny
aspect.

Once Betsy became ‘talkative’ we discovered that she had
been involved in Scouting activities in the Kingsbridge
District and in particular she recalled happy times sharing in
Scouting Rallies and Cubs events, her own Cub Pack
numbering 18.

One of her favourite memories was a visit to Gilwell Park to
undertake Woodbadge training.

Now. at 83 years, Betsy has wonderful memories but is
unable to be further involved due to poor health.

In sharing this conversation with Godfrey Foot (Chairman of
the Teignbridge Scout Fellowship) he recalls how Betsy
became a member of the Fellowship in 1992 after 25 years
in Kingsbridge, and is sure that there are still members who
recall Betsy's involvement.

If there are any members who knew Betsy in those days who
would like to go along and visit her she would be delighted to
receive them. Address and Tel No. from Edna (email:
ednaw@hotmail.co.uk).

A Fellowship Member’s Scouting Memaories

| completed my Woodbadge Course at Scout H.Q.
Makwawa in Nyasaland (now Malawi), Africa, at a camp site
on the slopes of Mount Zomba, in May 1957.

The Course, although covering all aspects of the ‘Gilwell’
model, was quite tough, but having completed my national
service infantry training only three years earlier 1 was well
prepare.

It did however have some local idiosyncrasies! For
example, on emerging from the tent one morning we
discovered leopard spoor on the ground from a nocturnal
visitor!

On the ‘over-night hike’ our patrol waded a river and being a
short chap only my mouth and nose were above water-level!
We camped by a bush village and a dance was organised
with the men one side and women the other. A woman
would come forward and choose a man and they would
dance together - not touching as in modern style! The
popular choice was a short plump French-Canadian RC
brother, Rev.Bro. John Luke. It was also unusual at that
time in Nyasaland for people of different races to live, work
and play together and sleep in the same accommodation,
6/7 to a tent in our case.

David Potter, Fellowship Treasurer
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1st Ipplepen Scout Group: At our last meeting on 17
January we discussed the considerable repair bill for the
poles and canvas of our mess tents and raising funds for
these, and would like to thank the Abbfest Committee for
their grant of £150 towards the cost.  We also discussed
how the Scouts could raise money for other charities. For
example, the Scouts sang Christmas carols at Dornafield
Caravan Park raising £20 for Devon Air Ambulance, and
the Scout Carol Service raised £95.25 for the Children’s
Hospice South West.

Cub Scouts: are to hold a ‘Bring your pet to Cubs’ evening
which will be fun for all!

On 15 March there is a District Cub ‘Day of Sport’.

Paper Collection dates for 2008: 5th April, 7th June, 2nd
August, 4th October and 6th December. Many thanks for
your support for this.

Ten Tors:  We now know that Teignbridge Scouts have
been invited to enter 3 teams for the 35 miles challenge
and 3 teams for the 45 miles challenge. Unfortunately
there is to be no 55 mile challenge this year.

The first weekend training hike on 2 February had to be
curtailed into a still challenging day hike from Bovey Tracey
around the edge of the Moor due to adverse weather
conditions, and hopefully the weather will be more
favourable for the first overnight hike on the weekend of
16th February; reports from the ‘front line’ will be included
next month.

(Capt. David Stephen Moseley)

1st Kingkerswell Group ( GSL Richard Butterworth)

On Thursday 15 Feb. | (Editor) paid a visit to the Group
when the Scouts and Explorers were present.

It was interesting to see how members were in charge
whilst Richard and | chatted about their work.

Richard described to me the plans they have for the
extensions and improvements to their HQ e.g. kitchen
improvements and shower facilities; all this to make the
building suitable for over-night useage and better storage.
Of course they also are seeking more cash to hasten on
these developments.

One recent effort has been ‘bag-packing’ at Sainsburys.
Richard says that Sainsburys are happy for Scout Groups
to do this more often than at present and any Group
wishing to undertake such an effort can contact Richard for
more details. His email address is:-
richard@kingskerswellscouts.co.uk

A
sample from their Spring Term Programme includes:-
Talent/Hobby evening
Buffy Wide Game
Presentation Evening
Xtreme Pyrolighting
Nighthike
Shooting
Triathlon Evening

All sounds great!

Oh to be young again!

‘SCOUT'S OWN'’
‘Lessons from Nature - the Axolotl’

The Axolotl (axe-o-lot-il) is a newt-like or salamander-
like creature found in the waters of Mexico. Its
appearance (as seen in the picture) is like a giant
tadpole with four legs. It grows to a length of 25 cm
and when fully grown its skin is slightly wrinkled and can
be brown or whitish. The white variety has pink eyes
and a feature seen on both kinds is the feathery display
of gills arranged around its neck which enable it to
extract oxygen from water. The axolotl feeds on
worms and crustaceans found in the slow-moving
streams and rivers of Mexico.

Most of these creatures seen in captivity are kept in
laboratories for experimental reasons, but sometimes
they can be bought at pet shops. The two which | kept
for a while in an aquarium were very slow-moving as
they lazily swam around the tank using their long tails to
propel them through the water although, when
frightened, they can shoot off quickly!

The axolotl differs from its cousin, the salamander, in
that, whilst the latter begins life and passes through the
same stages as the axolotl in the early weeks, the
salamander then begins to develop internal lungs whilst
its external gills begin to disappear. Then he begins to
climb out of the water onto dry land to seek for food.
The poor little axolotl seems to have been missed out of
this important stage of evolution! In other words, he
just dosen’'t seem to have learnt ‘how to grow up!’

Isn’t it a fact that some people do not seem to have
leant the secret of ‘growing up’. and remain immature in
many ways. We can perhaps recall the time when our
parents said to us: ‘Oh, | do wish you would grow up?’,
perhaps after we had exasperated them with our words
or actions.

When St. Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth he said:
‘When | was a child, my speech. my outlook, and my
thoughts were all childish’ (1 Corinthians 13: 10).

How careful we have to be in what we say - we cannot
re-call words that are said in haste and unwisely; also
in our thinking and actions - it has been said: ‘Sow a
thought and you reap an action; sow an action and you
reap a habit; sow a habit and you reap a character; sow
a character and you reap a destiny’

Is our experience the same as Paul knew?: ‘When |
grew up, | had finished with childish things’ (1 Cor.
13:11) Padre
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4th Teignmouth

A ‘RABBIT RUN'’ is to be held on Easter Monday 24
March in Teignmouth, - ‘fun run’ for all ages. Entry fee:
£7 for adults, £5 for children.

‘Bunny ears and tails’ provided, plus medals for all
competitiors.

All proceeds to the 4th Teignmouth Scout Group.

Further details from: www. geocities.com/rabbitrun08
or email: rabbitrun08@yahoo.co.uk

GSL Jo Bennett /W

r & (
at the District Headquarters (Wolborough Street,
Newton Abbot)

Dulcie Purchase, Manager
David Wright, District Treasurer

- open every Saturday morning and at other times as
arranged.

PLEASE SEND NEWS AND REPORTS TO THE EDITOR,
John Roberts, BY 25 MARCH 08, email:
jiroberts37@blueyonder.co.uk

PLEASE NOTE: Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can now be
sent direct to you by email. This will enable you to
download as many copies as you need for
distribution to Group members and friends. Please
send the Editor your name and email address.

! " #  Kayaks and equipment’
Kingskerswell Scouts have the following for sale:-

5/6 ‘Perception Dancer Kayaks, with numerous paddles
and buoyancy aids, and one Kayac Trailer with new
tyres. For viewing, contact:

Richard Butterworth, GSL, Tel: 01803 391331 or
meet at Scout HQ. every Wednesday and Friday from
7.30pm to 9.30 pm
Reason for sale: “We are trying to find a new home for
them as we have not used them for several years and
have no intention of using them in future. (They are also
in the way and blocking development plans for the

HQ.)"

STOP PRESS............ As a result of the talks held at the
District Council this week we have received information
which will help Groups enter for a grant of up to £500
from ‘Crimebeat Charities' for projects undertaken by
young people and supervised by their leaders. This is
something most Groups could consider and further
information (with application form) is available from
www.devoncrimebeat.com .

If you have any problem accessing the internet you can
email the Editor for a copy of the information and
application form.

Teignbridge District Explorer Scouts

For your information from the census returns | attach
the number of Explorer Scouts and Leaders in
Teignbridge as of 31st January 2008 compared to the
past four years. It is quite apparent that Explorer
Scouting in Teignbridge with group linked units is
certainly working.

Unit 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004
Bovey Tracey 11 10
Chudleigh 12 12 18 15 11
Dawlish 7 5 4

Highweek 8 10 11 10 9
Ipplepen 24 19 16 21 15
Kingskerswell 9 9 8 10 4
Teignmouth 11 16 19 6 7
Young leaders(14-18) 3

Total: 82(+3) 71 76 62 56
Leaders /Unit

Bovey Tracey 0 2
Chudleigh 1 1 1 1 1
Dawlish 1 1 1

Highweek 1 1 1 1 1
Ipplepen 0 0 0 0 0
Kingskerswell 0 1 2 2 2
Teignmouth 3 2 3 2 2
Total: 6 6 8 6 8

Andrew Thorpe, District Explorer Scout Leader



