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Editorial Comment:

One of my favourite books is an early edition of ‘Scouting
for Boys’ (Thirty-Third Edition - which rather dates me!)
which has an excellent chapter (Camp Fire Yarn No. 20)
called ‘CHIVALRY OF THE KNIGHTS’ (“In days of old when
knights were bold”) and tells of how, when in peace-time
there was no fighting to be done, the knight would daily ride
about looking for a good turn to be done. Hence the origins
of the Scout’s ‘Good Turn’. When engaged in doing good
turns he was called a ‘Knight Errant’. The knights of old were
the Patrol Leaders of the nation, and the men-at-arms were
the Scouts.

Chivalry - that is, the order of the knights - was started in
England some 1,500 years ago by King Arthur.

They had as their patron saint St. George, because he was
the only one of all the saints who was a horseman!
Therefore, St. George is the special saint of England. The
battle-cry of the knights used to be: “For St. George and
Merrie England!”.

There was a code for the knights which, for those of you who
have been in the Movement for some years, will be familiar!
‘The Knight's Code’

“Be always ready, with your armour on, except when you are
taking your rest at night.

Defend the poor, and help them who cannot defend
themselves.

Do nothing to hurt or offend anyone else.

Be prepared to fight in the defence of England.

At whatever you are working try to win honour and a name
for honesty.

Never break your promise.

Maintain the honour of your country with your life.

Rather die honest than live shamelessly.

Chivalry requireth that youth shall be trained to perform the
most laborious and humble offices with cheerfulness and
grace; and to do good unto others”.

The Scout Law was fashioned on this Code, and successive
pages in the Book amplified the contents of the Code.

ST. GEORGE

Good Scouting!
John Roberts, Editor, email: jjroberts37 @blueyonder.co.uk

From the District Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge

Another edition of Drum Beat is upon us. A great deal of
water has flowed under the bridge since the last Edition, and
| want us to think about our relationships Group to Group.

It is always easy to be very parochial about our own Group.It
is easy to think that the Scouting world revolves around us.
We belong to a world-wide Movement. Scouting is
represented in nearly every country of the world to a lesser
or greater degree.

It is when we remember this that the ‘Old Scout Law’ - ‘A
scout is a friend to all, and a Brother (or Sister) to every
other Scout, no matter to what Country, Class or Creed
the other may belong’ comes alive and meaningful!

It is for this reason that | charge all Scout Groups to
understand that whilst they are independent Groups, they
are, equally, part of a greater good. We can compete one
Group with another (and that is good) but we must always
look to the greater good of the greater Scouting movement
over all.

We are the Great Family of Scouting! and whilst all families
have differences, each member must work for the greater
good of the whole.

To this end | expect each Group to take control of its
constituent parts. Make sure that all new members are
welcomed - boy and girl members - together with leaders.
Make them feel wanted, and a useful part of the Group and
District.

Teignbridge District presented at the St. George's Day
Parade and Service three new Group registration certificates.
It is incumbent upon ALL of us to ensure that these new
Groups are received into the greater family brotherhood
(sisterhood) of Scouting. That they are welcomed into
competition, that they are given all the help and
encouragement that they might need to grow into fully
fledged, vibrant Scout Groups in our District.

| do not expect to see Groups withdrawing into their own little
world, being parochial and failing to work alongside other
Groups. | do not want to see Groups keeping their human
resources, or their assests to themselves, but being
prepared to help and share for the benefit of the whole
Movement.

We have the opportunity to help new Groups with ‘'mentors’,
with loans of equipment, to help with joint meetings. We must
help new Groups with training and sharing of experiences,
and help with ways and means.

| look forward to the NEW START after St. George's Day,
when the District travels from the “Intensive Care Unit, into
the 'Recovery Position’ (to use a hospital metaphor) , and
next year we may be able to say we have progressed into
the 'Sitting up and taking nourishment Position’. We can only
do this if we all work together, with one common goal, with
one common aim, to extend Scouting into new geographical
areas, new activity areas, and new thinking areas. In
everything we do we must always bring credit to the
Movement and good publicity in our communities.

Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can now be sent direct to you by email.
Please send the Editor your name and email address.
There is also a Scout District WEB SITE at:

www .teignbridgescouts.org.uk
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DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS
Notices - Appointments — Diary

Appointments:

Steve Hagger - Media Development Manager (County
Team) The County has appointed Steve to improve the
image of Scouting by providing information and facts about
the Movement to Newspapers, Radio and Television
companies. Steve has recently arrived in Devon from North
London where his career brought him into contact with
journalists. He told ‘Drum Beat’,
“I am keen to promote the
adventure, fun and challenge
that occurs in modern Scouting.
Building on the success of the
Centenary Year | plan to
regularly bring a positive image
of scouting to the wider public,
aiming to recruit more youth and
adult members”.

Steve will be arranging training
of more young spokespersons
later in the year. If you want more information his email
is:steve@hagger.net

* one of those FACTS: each year Scouts spend over 2
million nights away from home doing adventurous activities!

LONG SERVICE AWARDS

Susan Elaine Retallick - 1st Bovey Tracey Group
Richard Michael Butterworth -1st Kingskerswell Group

WOOD BADGE TRAINING AWARDS:

Caroline Caunter - 1st Ipplepen Group
Sarah Caunter - 1st Ipplepen Group
Elizabeth Ann Morgan - 1st Ipplepen Group

NEW GROUPS:

1st Moretonhampstead Group (GSL Eric Garner)
1st Ashburton Group (GSL lan Ritson)
1st Bishopsteignton (GSL Time Powell-Morris)

EVENTS

Ashburton Group will commence Cub and Beaver meetings
during week commencing 5 May.

The new Group at Bishopsteignton is to hold it's first
meeting on 15th May. The Beavers and Cubs will meet
initially on a Thursday. The new Group scarves will be Royal
Blue and White halves.

An initial meeting was held on 22 April at
Combeinteignhead with the aim of launching a new Group.
A very successful introduction to Scouting was made and a
follow-up meeting is to be held.

An initial meeting will be held for a prospective Group in
Kenton on 29 May, 7.30pm in the Victory Hall.

DISTRICT DIARY

15 May 08 - Opening of new Bishopsteignton
Group

29 May 08 - Initial meeting for Kenton Group,
7.30pm in the Victory Hall

27 - 29 June 08 - Hurdlestone Challenge
27 - 29 June 08 - District Cub Scout Annual Camp

22 November 08 - District ‘Swap Shop’ in the
Bovey Tracey Scout HQ

4th TEIGNMOUTH ‘RABBIT RUN’

¢ On Easter Monday the Group held it's first ever ‘Rabbit
Run’ along Teignmouth Seafront. Over 60 competitors
turned up; Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, leaders, parents, and
even grandparents ran!

« All runners were given ‘rabbit ears and tails’ to wear, and
were presented with medals on completion of the Run.

« To date £700 has been raised for Group funds.

¢ This was such a popular event that we will be repeating it
next Easter, and hope to get twice as many taking part.

Scout ‘Sleepover’

¢ A 24 hour ‘Sleepover’ was held for the Scout Troop over
the weekend 19/20 April at the Watcombe Campsite.

« Divided into two themed areas of ‘Layed Back’ and ‘Lazy’,
which saw the Scouts learning hand massage, making face
masks, and taking part in relaxation exercises (all designed
to make them sleepy!).

* These were followed by ‘Up and Active’ with ‘Keep Fit’,
Sports and Wide Games.

¢ Despite the awful weather we certainly proved you can
pack a lot into 24 hours!

(reported by GSL Jo Bennett)



1st Bovey Tracey Beavers

It was a night to remember as members of the 1st Bovey
Tracey Beaver Colony gathered together to receive their
awards.

All had a great evening, so Ken Daniels, G.S.L. relates, as
each member received a badge for the ‘Imagination’ section.
But it was a special night in particular for Jamie and Hayden
as they received their Chief Scout Bronze Awards.

(reported by Mrs. Sandra Zab, Helper)

Jamie and Hayden receive their certificates from GSL Ken
Daniels

1st Ipplepen Group

Sainsbury’s BAG PACKING was a great success and raised
just over £400; thanks to all the Scout who showed up and
worked hard!

TEN TORS, 10th & 11th May hopes to be a spectacular
event and visitors to the Army Camp at Okehampton will be
able to keep track of the teams. If you visit the website:
http://www:events.ex.ac.uk/tentors/ you will see the routes
which teams have been designated and watch their
progress.

The weekend of 12th,13th April saw the training hike where
all our teams walked an average of 5 miles over their chosen
distance (e.g. those training for the silver 45 mile event
actually walked 50 miles) and yet again had all weathers
thrown at them: snow, sleat, hail and rain, wind and
sunshine, which happens so often on Dartmoor!

With just one more training hike to go before the event, the
final selection of teams is made on 30th April.

SPRING CAMP, 23rd - 26th May (Spring Bank Holiday
weekend) for the Scouts and Explorers.

(contributed by Mary-Ann Moseley)

1st Ipplepen ‘Pioneer’ Scouts - meet at the Scout Hut
every Thursday at 6.30pm Activities are varied and include
archery, walking, games, swimming, abseiling, cooking, first
aid, tracking, stargazing, soap carving, etc. (something for
everyone!)

Anyone can join in. Rob Hale and Fiona Coburn are the
leaders..

(contributed by Isabelle Sinclair)
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RICHARD VOOGHT - QUEEN’'S SCOUT
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Richard, now turned 18 years, is the most recent Scout in the
Teignbridge District to earn the highest award for members -
the Queen’s Scout Award. He is a member of the Ipplepen
Scout Group and is the only Scout in the District to represent
this part of Devon at the forthcoming Windsor Castle Parade
and Presentation at which Her Majesty the Queen will
preside.

He will be publicly presented with his Queen’s Scout
certificate at the Annual District St. George’'s Day Parade
and Service which will take place at Buckfast Abbey on
Sunday 27 April, 2008.

Richard joined the Movement as a Cub Scout aged 9 years
and has been a member of the 1st Highweek Group before
transferring to his present Group, 1st Ipplepen. His current
Group Scout Leader, Jim Mortiboy and supporting leaders
think very highly of Richard and are proud of his
achievements. Richard has high praise for all his leaders
who have supported him in this journey to his award.

When asked which part of his training was the most
interesting Richard had no hesitation in mentioning his
caving experiences and the day they helped rescue one of
the instructors who ‘had got stuck!’.

Richard believes that much of his training has made him
aware of the needs of other people and he is giving serious
thought to choosing a ‘Care Work’ profession following his
schooling. He would also like to continue as a Scout leader
to help pass on his training to other members. To this end he
is presently attending leader training sessions in the District.

This will be Richard’s first visit to Windsor Castle although he
has camped at Gilwell Partk (Scoutings International Centre)
and in Nottingham at a Jamboree for scouts, for two weeks.

Finally, when asked how he felt about gaining the Queen’s
Scout award, Richard said that he felt ‘a little overwhelmed’
but looked ahead to the years of leadership in the
Movement.

(interviewed by John Roberts, ADC Public Relations)
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‘SCOUT'S OWN’
‘Lessons from Nature - The Pangolin’

Found throughout parts of Africa and Asia, this little fellow
looks like something from the pre-historic past! See his
armoured coat right down to his tail. he reminds one of a
giant pine-cone with head, legs and tail added.

A Pangolin grows up to four or five feet long with his tail
taking up half of his length, and on which the baby Pangolins
like to ride!

He has no teeth but his main food doesn’'t demand these as
he loves to eat ants which he finds in large mounds of hard
earth where the ants live in tunnels.

The Pangolin can easily dig into these ant hills with his
powerful claws, and then runs his long sticky tongue into the
holes to scoop up his food.

As he is a creature of the night the Pangolin is rarely seen
and also he sleeps in deep burrows or holes. If danger is
present he will turn his back to the doorway of his home and,
because of his armour-plated coat, his enemy cannot harm
him.

Should he be away from his hole when danger comes, he
just curls up into a ball by putting his head between his legs
and wrapping his broad , strong tail over his stomach and
over his back. Once in this position is is very difficult to unroll
him, and all his body is protected.

In the Bible we read of a strong armour which is available to
the Christian: ‘Put on the whole armour of God that you may
be able to stand against the whiles of the devil’

(Ephesians 6:11).

Just as the Pangolin can be attacked, so the Devil comes to
each of us and tries to get into our lives through the weak
parts of our ‘armour’. St. Paul in writing to the Christians in
Ephesus describes this armour: ‘Fasten on the belt of truth;
for the coat of mail put on integrity; let the shoes on your feet
be the Gospel of Peace, to give you firm footing; and, with all
these take up the great shield of faith, with which you will be
able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take
salvation for helmet, for sword, take that which the Spirit
gives you - the words that come from God'. (Ephesians 6: 14
- 17 NEB)

Dare we go unguarded in this world of temptation? Let us
take the Pangolin’s lesson and be well-protected!.

PADRE

Award recipients: Richard Vooght (Queen’s Scout),
Richard Butterworth(Long Service) Caroline & Sarah
Caunter & Elizabeth Morgan (Woodbadge Awards)

ST. GEORGE’'S DAY PARADE AND SERVICE

Buckfast Abbey, 2008

* ON THE FIRST SUNDAY after St. George’s Day, the
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers, with respective
leaders, turned out in their numbers filling the grounds of
Buckfast Abbey with a colourful display of uniforms and
flags.

The weather, which had begun to turn ‘wettish’ kept clear for
the marching and parading.

A record number of uniformed members (approx. 600) filed
into the Abbey led by a Warrant Officer of the Royal Devon
Yeomanry. The Service was led by Rev. Tony Meek who is
the District Chaplain and he laid emphasis on the importance
of voluntary service in an age of selfish acts, especially
amongst the young.

» During the Service presentations were made to the
following:- Richard Vooght (1st Ipplepen Group) of Queen’s
Scout Certificate; a Long Service Award went to Richard
Butterworth (1st Kingskerswell Group); Training (Wood
Badge) Awards went to Caroline Caunter, Elizabeth Morgan
and Sarah Caunter, all of 1st Ipplepen Group. A collection
was made for the CLIC Sergeant Charity amounting to
£324.80. presented to Kizzie Brown (CLIC).

« Recognition was also given to the representative leaders of
three new Scout Groups formed in recent months, and the
new leaders of Moretonhampstead, Ashburton, and
Bishopsteignton were given a welcome applause.

¢ In making reference to these new Groups, the District
Commissioner, Alan Partridge said: “Scouting in Teignbridge
is experiencing a resurgence in new Groups and
membership, and the demand for more Scouting in moorland
towns is growing, and the District Team is kept busy meeting
these demands, so much so that we hope for even a bigger
attendance (at the Parade) in the future. He then invited
every member present to stand to Renew their Scout
Promise.

« Present throughout the Service was the new High Sheriff of
Devon, Lady Clarissa Clifford, and Lord Clifford who is the
President of the Teignbridge Scout District.

¢ Following the Service the contingents of Beavers, Cubs
and Scouts paraded through the grounds of the Abbey and
past the Saluting base where Lord Clifford and VIP guests
acknowledged each Group as they marched past, headed by
a Scottish Pipe Band (kindly arranged by Mr. Tidball).

» Amongst the Special Guests was the Mayor of Newton
Abbot, ( Councillor Keith Smith and Mrs. Smith), the Mayor of
Buckfastleigh ( Councillor Peter Clarke), the Mayor of Bovey
Tracey, and the Chairman of the County Scout Executive
(Roger Kirk) and Mrs. Kirk.

» As was customary, each Group member in the Parade was
inspected to find the smartest Group who will receive the
‘Rook Shield’ at a later presentation date.

» Bob Gray and members of the District Scout Executive are
to be congratulated on yet another fine arrangement for this
important annual event in the life of the Scout District.



CUB SCOUTS
Future County Events for Cubs:-

e ‘Cross Country’ 22nd or 29th June, 2008 (more details
later).

e Camp Fire Leaders’ Course (date and venue to be
decided).

District ‘Swap Shop’: this event, for all adult leaders, will be
held in the Bovey Tracey Scout H.Q. on Saturday 22
November. We would like three bases from each Group,
please - sheets with more ideas gratefully received!

Please be reminded that NAN forms (Nights Away
Notification) should be sent for ALL overnight events.

Those for Beavers to Iris (ADC Beavers) and Cubs to me.
(Scouts and Explorers to DC Alan Partridge).

Jane Gourd, ADC (Cubs)

1st Kingsteignton Cubs

The Cubs have recently paid a visit to the local Police
Station as part of their badge requirements.

( I'm sure they were a captive-ated audience! Ed. )

1st Dawlish Pack

* Numerous ‘leaders-to-be’ from the District will know Eddy
Salter for his role in the training of leaders. With his ‘other’
hat on, Eddy is also the GSL of a busy Group in Dawlish
where | met with him briefly the other evening.

e It was ‘Cub Night' and each table was surrounded by a
group of Cub Scouts busily measuring and cutting out
cardboard ‘contours’ for maps - then the best part - trying to
glue them into the correct shapes of mountains! (well, we all
have to start at the bottom!).

* Here are some of the Cubs with their ‘model’
mountains:-
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MORE PICTURES FROM ST. GEORGE'S DAY PARADE

David Wright(District Treasurer) with Flag Bearers

1st Bovey Tracey enter Abbey

1st Moretonhampstead, GSL and Cubs

4th Teignmouth Cubs arrive at Abbey
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE DISTRICT
SCOUT FELLOWSHIP
Thursday 24 April, 2008
The Teignbridge District Scout Fellowship reported another
successful year at it's AGM.
Following flag-break, John Roberts (ADC PR) led prayers for
St. George’s Day.
Godfrey Foot, Chairman, gave a nostalgic review of past
activities which included taking part in the Centenary of
Scouting, with members joining in local celebrations at the
1st Kingsteignton Group on August 1st and taking part in the
‘Sunrise Promise’ ceremony, supporting the Ipplepen Show,
and celebrating with a District Centenary Reception held at
Forde House and attended by most Fellowship members.
Other events held during the year included a joint Skittles
match with the Trefoil Guild, the Annual Peace Light Service
in the Abbotsbury Church, and, to culminate in a successful
year, the Annual Fellowship Lunch at the Langstone Cliff
Hotel, Dawlish.
During the meeting the District Commissioner, Alan
W.Partridge, gave a report on the successful recruiting
programme undertaken, which so far had resulted in the
commencement of three new Scout Groups, including Cubs
and Beavers to date. He gave special mention to members
of the District Team who continue to support this
development plan.
Mention was made of the forthcoming St. George's Day
Parade with special guests, The High Sheriff, Lady Clifford
and Lord Clifford (District President), and the presentation of
a Queen’s Scout Award, Long Service Medals and
Training(Woodbadge) Awards, and a public recognition of
the three new Scout Groups of Moretonhampstead,
Ashburton, and Bishopsteignton.
Finally, Godfrey’s last duty was to announce his successor
as Chairman of the Fellowship, Ken Purchase, who has had
leadership in Scouting locally and is also known as a
Councillor and Town Crier!

Ken and Godfrey

WANTED! new Members for the Fellowship; if you have
had membership of the Scout Movement previously why
not come along and enjoy the occasional evening with
others?

Tel: Ken Purchase on 01626 353063 for details.

SCOUT FELLOWSHIP NEWS

This last month, on Saturday 12 April, the Scout Fellowship
hosted a joint evening with the Trefoil Guild (Guiders) at the
District Headquarters.

The ‘traditional’ gathering has been a skittles match but as
the Scout HQ lacked the necessary space it was decided to
ring a change for the evening's programme of social
activities.

Therefore, David Wright (District Treasurer/Scout Shop)
planned something different! - a game of ‘Channel Islands
Cricket’, which is hard to describe, but here goes! Played by
each team member in turn, a rubber disc is thrown onto a
board which is marked out in numbers 1 - 10 but with two
squares at the top depicting ‘wickets’. One team (the ‘in’
team) throws to any number 1-10 to score runs, and the
opposing team ‘fields’ by throwing discs to consecutive
numbers 1-10 to ‘bow!’ the other team out!

After two games the Scout Fellowship had the highest score
(without any cheating?!).

There was also two quizzes; one featuring the location of
towns on the UK map, and one identifying parts of the
human body (on paper) with a typical clue; i.e. ‘Ten Spanish
Gentlemen’; answer: ‘tendons’. Successful contestants for
both quizzes received prizes - you've guessed it! Chocolates!
(bang goes my dieting - again!)

The Trefoil Guild was responsible for the refreshments.

A thoroughly enjoyable evening!

‘Channel Islands Cricket’

THE SCOUT SHOP will be open each Saturday morning and
the District Headquarters, Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot.
Enquiries to:- David Wright, Tel: 01626 336947

Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can be sent direct to you by email.
Please let the Editor know your name and email address.

WANTED! Adult helpers to give support to the Leaders
at several Scout Groups in the Newton Abbot/
Kingsteignton area. Tel: Alan Partridge

(District Commissioner) for more details on 01626
365383



