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Editorial Comment: 
WE APPEAR to be entering the ‘silly season’ of warmer days 
and holidays when various kinds of accidents occur 
associated with more leisure-time and longer days (and more 
cash to spare!). The news on TV and in newspapers seem to 
carry a various assortment of accidents. 
Often associated with such accidents are heroic attempts by 
well-meaning but sometimes ill-equipped people, and some 
with fatal or near-fatal consequences! 
It is not good enough just to be a ‘fair’ swimmer or a ‘doting’ 
first-aider when other people’s lives are at stake. Neither is it 
helpful to criticise authorities such as police, fire or lifeboat 
services if they are not on the scene quicker than they try to 
be. They have their strict safety rules and tend not to be 
foolhardy in their methods. 
The above services spend a great deal of time in equipping 
themselves for many types of emergencies. In the Scout 
Movement we take pride in training many of our members to 
BE PREPARED. But how and why did this ‘motto’ become 
part of our ethos and being? 
Our Founder, Baden-Powell, was very much aware of the 
role which well-trained Scouts could play in every-day 
accidents and incidents. He placed great importance on 
necessary training, whether in first aid, rescues of different 
kinds, fire fighting and crowd control (using the good old 
Scout stave!). 
We live in a part of the country which has more than it’s fair 
share of country-side related problems during the extended 
holiday season. Crowds ‘invade’ the beaches and seas; 
people wander over moorland (even during atrocious 
weather); roads are prone to more accidents, and even 
excessive sunburn and heat stroke are on the agenda. 
What (I hear you say) can we do about it? 
I’m sure that the energetic and conscientious leader will build 
into his training programme scenarios designed to prepare 
as many members for as many a varied range of situations 
as they can. Utilising, of course, the appropriate instructor 
from our emergency services! 
Why ‘Be Prepared?’ Well, we cannot know what situations 
we might come across from a simple ‘nose-bleed‘ to a 
snake-bite (* Adder - see below) on Dartmoor, a broken bone 
whilst climbing, electric shock from faulty wiring, concussion 
by a ‘tomb-stoning teenager! - we can never know what will 
face us. Baden Powell spoke of preparing ourselves - in 
imagination - for how we would react in different 
circumstances, and preparing a ‘mental-bank’ from which we 
would retrieve the know-how and courage to deal with 
different situations. Our contribution to a safer and self-less 
community can find no greater reward than helping to save 
lives, through ‘being prepared!’. 
 
Yours in Scouting, 
J.John Roberts, Editor 
 
* ‘snake-bite first-aid treatment described on Page 4 (just to 
prove that the 
Editor knows what he is talking about!) 

From the District Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge 
 

ARE GOOD MEN DOING NOTHING? 
 

ON THURSDAY 8 MAY, the Rotary Club of Newton Abbot 
held a “Golf Day” being one method used to raise money for 
charity. The Club decided that they would support 
SCOUTING by donating a third of the profit to the 
Teignbridge Scouts, earmarked for the expansion of 
Scouting in the District. 
John Roberts, our ADC Public Relations received a cheque 
for £1,000 on our behalf at their Presentations. 
‘THANKYOU ROTARY!’ - this is very welcome and very nice 
for Scouting to be recognised as being worthy of support. 
This represents a change of image in Scouting by many 
people in Teignbridge. It also recognises the continued work 
of leaders who offer Scouting to some 700 members, day by 
day, week in week out, month by month,  year in year out. 
Some leaders have been doing this for forty years or more! 
The Rotary Club has unwittingly made a major contribution to 
fight against Anti Social Behaviour! 
In London, a mere five months into 2008, TEENAGERS 
HAVE MURDERED 13 TEENAGERS! This represents 
twenty-six distraught families, thirteen who have lost their 
children, and thirteen who live in fear of what is going to 
happen to the offending children! 
I wonder how many of us would feel if this happened to our 
families and children? I know that if it happened to me it 
would destroy me totally! I do not believe I could cope. 
If this is happening in London NOW, be sure that it will 
eventually arrive in the South West in the not too distant 
future. Scouting is one of the organisations that can make a 
difference, will continue to make a difference and we can 
ALL be part of this effort to make a difference. It is a fact that 
the Rotary Clubs have vast resources, not necessarily only 
financial, but vast resources of expertise.  Expertise in things 
that can enable Scouting to happen, to enable Scouting to 
make a difference. They have men and women who can be 
a massive support on District Executives, Group Councils, 
and the specialist needs of Scouting. Maybe these 
organisations that include the Lions Club, Round Table and 
other service providers could be persuaded to offer their 
expert facilities to Scouting IF THEY ARE ASKED! Nobody 
can be blamed for not helping if they are never asked! 
It has been said: ‘THE ONLY THING NECESSARY FOR 
EVIL TO TRIUMPH, IS FOR GOOD MEN TO DO NOTHING’ 
(Edmunde Burke). 
Good men do nothing because often they do not know what 
to do; they haven’t been asked to help. It’s up to us! 
 
Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can now be sent direct to you by 
email. This will enable you to download however many 
copies you need. Please send the Editor your name and 
email address. 
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DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS 
Notices - Appointments – Diary 

 
Appointments: 
BEX HOOPER has accepted the appointment of ADC 
General Duties and will be responsible for the recruiting of  
‘high profile’ leaders in the District. 
Bex, who is already a Beaver Scout Leader at the 1st 
Kingskerswell Group, is a professional ‘recruiter’ for the 
Devon and Cornwall Constabulary. In making use of her 
professional skills, Bex will be of service in searching for and 
recommending suitable leaders, both Uniformed and Lay, 
throughout the District. 
The application for warrant has been sent off for Bex. 
Groups wishing to contact Bex can telephone her on:  
 07793 892 956 or email: specklebex@hotmail.com 
 
Notice: 
JEAN INGRAM, our District and Appointments Secretary, 
wishes to to say ‘Thank you’ to all who have sent her ‘Get 
Well’ cards in recent weeks and looks forward to getting back 
‘into the saddle’ as soon as possible. 
 
Lost and Found: a ‘Brownsea Island Woggle’ following the 
St. George’s Day Parade. Will the owner please contact the 
District Commissioner ASAP. (before he decides to wear it 
himself!!) 
 
Teignbridge Scout District Web Site 
In recent weeks David Bird (1st Dawlish Group) has been 
busy working on a much improved Web Site which will 
eventually supersede the current one.  David has designed 
the site pages and made them very attractive to present 
members but more so to people who are searching for 
information within the District. 
We are hoping that this re-arranged web site will ‘come on 
stream’ within this next month and details will be released as 
soon as this is done. 
News, information and pictures will continue to be made 
available from the Editor of ‘Drum Beat’ for posting on the 
new Web Site, as and when available from the District. The 
current Web Site is: www.teignbridgescouts.org.uk 

 
 
 
Cheque from Newton Abbot Rotary Club being received by 
John Roberts (ADC Public Relations) - see DC’s Letter 
 

 
 

DISTRICT DIARY 
 
4 June 08 - Leader’s Meeting, District HQ, 7.30pm 
8 June 08 District Patrol Leader’s Day (email: 
adrian@hillwise.co.uk for details) 
27 - 29 June 08 - Hurdlestone Challenge 
27 - 29 June 08 - District Cub Scout Annual Camp 
9 July 08 District Team Meeting, District HQ,7.30pm 
10 July 08 District Fellowship Meeting, District HQ, 7.30 pm 
 
District Cub Camp - Huish Woods, 27 - 29 June, 08 
 
•  Huish Woods is near Taunton; take the M5 to junction 
25 and follow the Yeovil Rd. for approx. 3.5 miles. Look out 
for the ‘Scout Sign’ and turn down the hill after the traffic 
lights. 
•  The programme includes: climbing, woodland skills, 
caving, aerial runway, crafts, Camp Fire and Scouts Own. 
Other choices are available with leaders of Cub groups. 
•  Confirmation of the final programme will depend on 
the final numbers and availability of leaders.  
 
 Jane Gourd, ADC Cub Scouts. 
 
The Hurdlestone Challenge - Higher Humber Farm, 
Bishopsteignton, 27 - 29 June, 08 
 
•  The event will take place at The Football Field, Higher 
Humber Farm, Bishopsteignton (Map ref.  896752). 
•  Directions: Take the A380 (Exeter/Torquay Road)  
from Newton Abbot; turn left towards Ugbrooke House, then 
right under motorway, through IDEFORD; take 1st turn on 
the right, then first turn left, and right at green triangle sign, 
the farm is 150 yards ahead. 
•  The Challenge is open to members of both the Scout 
and Guide Associations (aged from 15 and a half on 1st 
August 08). Teams of between 4 – 6 members set off for the 
day around the Course. Each team will stop at activity bases 
to gain points towards the HURDLESTONE CHALLENGE 
TROPHY. 
Arrival is on Friday 27 June, BEFORE 9.00 pm 
Closing is at 4.00 pm approx. 
•  On the Sunday is to be a FUN DAY; including various 
sports, games, and crafts. Also provided is food and 
catering, toilets, badge sales, Gift Shop, Tuck Shop , First 
Aid Post, safety vehicle, radio control and lots of fun! 

•  More information can be gained from the Web Site: 
www.hurdlestone.org. uk 

 
or contact by email: info@hurdlestone.org.uk 
 
or by telephone: Jean Corbyn, Tel: 01626 853838 for costs 
and registration forms 



 

by IVOR KINGWELL 
Three training days, 6 training weekends, 9 training evenings 
and between 200 and 320 training miles later, per scout,, 44 
District scouts from 5 District Groups gained medals, 
successfully completing the Ten Tors Challenge on Dartmoor 
over the weekend of 10/11th May 2008. 
This was particularly pleasing for the 14 strong training team 
as it represented a 100% success rate, with 6 District teams 
returning home complete with a further 8 scouts taking part 
in the Event as members of Kilkenny Scouts (Bristol), Exeter 
District Scouts, Bramdean School and Stover School. 
The Teignbridge District was represented by:- 
 

1st IPPLEPEN (35 miles) 

 
 

1st IPPLEPEN (45 miles; 5 Ipplepen and 1 Dawlish) 

Page 3 
1st HIGHWEEK (35 miles; 2 Ipplepen, 2 Dawlish, 2 Chudleigh) 

 
1st BOVEY TRACEY (45 miles; 5 Bovey T., 1 Dawlish) 

 
1st KINGSKERSWELL (35 miles; 4 Bovey Tracey, 2 Ipplepen) 

 
A FURTHER 4 scouts from 1st Kingsteignton , 4th 
Teignmouth, and 1st Ipplepen also completed the Event, 
with local schools and Jay Harvey from 1st Bovey Tracey 
enjoyed participating in the Jubilee Challenge too. 
Throughout training scouts managed to survive a mixture of 
weather from winds and rain (so strong that it prevented 
completing the weekend training) to idyllic warm sunshine 
that made camping a delight. 
Last year weather on the Sunday was so poor that for safety 
(continued over)
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‘SCOUT‘S OWN’ 
‘Lessons from Nature - The Camel’ 

 
Most of us have seen a live camel and might even have 
had a ride on one!   Whilst serving in Pakistan I had the 
occasion to visit a remote village across some distance of 
desert and the only means of travel was by camel. 
How he protested and snorted as we climbed aboard the 
primitive carrier on his back! I learned how stubborn a camel 
can be, but also who he can be trained to be obedient to his 
owner. 
He is taught to kneel down for loading a pack on his back, 
and when he is only four years old he can carry a substantial 
weight for some distance. 
It takes seventeen years for a camel to grow to full size and 
they live for 30 to 40 years. They will carry loads of 4,000 
kilograms and patiently travel up to 40 kilometres a day! 
Without camels it would be impossible for people to travel 
through desert lands. In these deserts a camel might have to 
go for days without finding food and water , so God has 
made the camel in such a way that he can store up both food 
and water in the big hump on the his back, which weighs 
about 36 kilograms! To fill this a camel can drink as much as 
136 litres of water in ten minutes! 

 
The camel teaches us to store up spiritual food in our 
minds in order to become a strong Christian. 
St. Paul urged Timothy to “Do your best to present yourself 
to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to 
be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth”  
(2 Timothy 2: 15). 
It is also important that we fill our minds with the right things: 
“Finally ... whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - THINK 
ABOUT SUCH THINGS” (Philippians 4: 8). 
There are so many temptations to fill our minds with useless 
ideas through today’s modern communications: the internet, 
TV, radio and magazines. Let us ask God to help us choose 
what is good and meaningful for our lives. “And my God will 
meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ 
Jesus’ (Phillipians 4: 19 NIV) 

 
 
 
 

Snake-bites (Adders) First Aid Treatment - see Page one 
•  The patient should be reassured and calmly and 
quickly transferred to hospital (by ambulance if possible) 
•  The bite should not be touched and the affected limb 
kept immobile 
•  Do not suck the wound  
•  Do not cut the wound 
•  Do not apply bandages or tourniquets 

 
TEN TORS SPECIAL REPORT (cont. from Page 3) 
 
reasons the Event had to be closed down - whereas this 
year, the weather was very warm on both days requiring 
teams to be careful at managing fluid intake and sunstroke 
rather than Hypothermia! 
The programme of activities for 2008 closed on 30th May 
with a presentation BBQ attended by over 130 scouts, 
parents and leaders who together enjoyed the evening 
celebrating the achievements of all participating scouts. 
 

TEIGNBRIDGE DISTRICT SCOUTS (55 miles; 4 Ipplepen, 2 Dawlish) 
 

(Tutus and Brollys!! - don’t even ask! Ed.) 
 
Well done scouts and thank you for proving your 
determination and hiking skills during the Event. Also, a very 
big thankyou to you all for completing a full training weekend 
on 26th/27th April and still managing to make the St. 
George’s Day Parade at Buckfast Abbey in FULL UNIFORM! 
If you would like to take part in next year’s Ten Tors training 
programme, make a diary date to attend the registration 
meeting at 7.30pm on Tuesday 11th November, 2008. 

Report and photographs supplied by 
 

IVOR KINGWELL, District Ten Tors Co-ordinator 
(I’m sure that all of us from the Teignbridge District thank and 
congratulate Ivor and his team in preparing and supervising 
our Scouts in this very worthwhile achievement. Ed.) 
 
Footnote: Some ‘Team names‘ may not correspond with the 
actual Group members. This is due to Team names being  
‘registered‘ previously with the Ten Tors Organisation and 
would mean the loss of available places if Teams were 
renamed. 

 
 
 

‘CATCH A BIG PRIZE’ The Environment 
Agency’s fishing competition challenges 
Scouts with an interest in fishing and fish. 
There are prizes for the winner, their 
Troop and also runner’s-up prizes. 

Contact the Agency on  
www.environmentagency. gov.uk/fish for more details. 

 
 



 
 
BEAVERS: 
 
Another NEW Beaver Colony has been established in 
BISHOPSTEIGNTON in recent weeks and the first Meeting 
was held on Monday 19 May. 
On this occasion the new leader, Samantha Hamilton, 
assisted by Jolene Hamilton and Emma Houghton, gathered 
together the ten new Beavers to put them through their 
paces. 
The new members were wearing the Group scarf (which has 
been approved for this Group) of ‘blue and white’ in halves 
which will identify them when meeting with other Groups. 
 

 
Encouraging them at their first meeting was the District 
Commissioner (Alan W Partridge), the ADC  (Cubs) Jane 
Gourd and Patrick Gourd (ADC International) who has also 
been a Mentor for the new leaders and members) and John 
Roberts (ADC PR). 
 
New Beaver Scout Leader Samantha Hamilton shows two 
new Beavers one of the books available. 

 
 
 

It is now a good few years since a Scout Group existed in 
Bishopsteignton and future growth is assured with new 
leaders coming forward to be involved. 
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- FROM THE NEW TO THE ‘OLD’ (only in years!) 
THE 1ST NEWTON ABBOT(KINGSTEIGNTON) SEA 
SCOUT GROUP’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING – 
 
DUE TO CELEBRATE THEIR 100th YEAR OF SCOUTING, 
the Group held their Annual General Meeting recently with a 
splendid turnout of parents, leaders and friends. 
 
The Hall was suitably arranged for a meeting but had 
numerous display boards with photographs showing the 
Group’s activities over the years. 

 
The Group’s Chairman, Colin Davies, called the meeting to 
order and the reports which followed showed a Scout Group 
which has maintained a comprehensive and interesting 
programme supported by leaders and lay members alike. 
Activities have been varied, from  ‘Tree-planting’ for 
Centenary Year of Scouting, to visits to the Fire Station by 
the Cubs. 
Steve Robinson, GSL, voiced his gratitude to the leaders 
who had supported the Group during the year,  and made 
mention of those who also held District Appointments (Iris 
Burrows, ADC Beavers; Jane Gourd, ADC Cubs). 

 

 
The AGM concluded with a barbecue prepared by the Scout 
members and the hope of another year of growth and 
fulfillment. 
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OUT AND ABOUT 
with ‘Hawkeye’ 

 
‘OYEZ, O YEZ! ..... a picture which caught my eye in a 
recent edition of the Herald Express showed our new Scout 
Fellowship Chairman, Ken Purchase and Dulcie Purchase in 
their robes and gown in connection with their duties as Town 
Crier and his Escort. 
Ken has been involved in Scouting in the District for a good 
number of years and those of you who have visited the 
Scout Shop at the District Headquarters will recognize Dulcie 
who is the Shop Manager (although you won’t see her 
wearing the gorgeous gown as Ken’s ‘accomplice’!) 
We wish them well in their civic duties which sometimes 
takes them many miles away representing Newton Abbot. 
Perhaps the Fellowship can look forward to a ‘Town Crier 
Competition’ sometime in the future? (‘Oyez or O Nozes’) 

 

 
 

STOP PRESS! 
 

NEW GROUP TO COMMENCE AT 
COMBEINTEIGNHEAD 

 
AFTER TWO VISITS to Combeinteignhead (the second one 
just this week!) a group of potential leaders have agreed to 
commence a Scout Group, meeting in the Village Hall. Our 
District Commissioner, Alan Partridge indicates that Beavers 
will start first, followed by Cubs. 
James Carden of Shaldon has offered to be Group Scout 
Leader, with Tulla Broome as Beaver Scout Leader and Ben 
Miles as Assistant. 
A Group Council is also being formed with Craig Scollick as 
Chairman. 
Signs for a strong Group are encouraging and the new 
leaders are optimistic about the future of the Group. 
Messages of encouragement and offers of help can be sent 
to:- James Carden, Ringmore Cottages, Combe Road, 
Shaldon, or email: jamescarden@bea.co.uk 

 
 
DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP 
 
The District Scout Shop is within the District Headquarters 
(Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is open every 
Saturday except Saturday 14 June, 08. 

Also, the Shop will be open on Monday 16 June , 
7.00 pm - 8.30pm 

 
For Scout Shop emergency requirements, telephone:- 

Dulcie Purchase Tel: 01626 353063 
 
 
There is also a District Guide Shop in the same building and 
open each Saturday morning. 
 
 
 
 
DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP 
The next Meeting of the Fellowship will take place on 
Thursday 10 July, 08, at 7.30pm in the District H.Q. 
 
 
 
 

NOTICES 
There is a COFFEE MORNING held at the District 
Headquarters every Saturday morning between 10 am and 
12 noon. This is FREE but donations are always welcome! 
 
This is an excellent opportunity for leaders to come along 
and meet the District Commissioner and members of the 
District Team. 
 
Opportunities to undertake sections of leader training are 
also possible during these times. 
 
Contact the DC or any ADC (relevant section) for more 
information. 
 
 
COPIES OF ‘DRUM BEAT’ ARE AVAILABLE EACH 
MONTH FROM THE ‘SCOUT SHOP’ or EMAILED TO YOU 
DIRECT : 
 
PLEASE SEND YOUR NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS TO;- 
jjroberts37@blueyonder.co.uk 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

‘JULY’ EDITION: the Closing date for materials, reports 
etc. will be Friday 4 July, and the completion and 
distribution date will be Friday 11 July. 
 
These changes are due to the fact that there will be NO 
‘Drum Beat’ prepared for the month of August. 
 
HOWEVER, the Closing date for the September edition 
will revert back to the 25 August (so if you are Camping 
in some exotic parts of Fiji (or wherever!), don’t forget to 
‘phone-in your good news!! 

 


