ofe

be prepared « « »

Editorial Comment:

With the Olympic Games in full swing at the time of writing one
cannot help but be inspired by the dedicated determination
shown by athletes from many countries taking part. Even
today | have caught glimpses of our Olympic swimming
successes followed by cycling-athletes medal winners, but also
the interviewed comments from some of those who ‘also-ran’
but whose efforts were ‘their best'. The International
Olympic motto stands out clear:

‘Citus, Altius, Fortius’ : (‘faster, higher, stronger’), and as this
has been translated into personal targets and achievements |
cannot help but see its parallel in the realm of Scouting!

In the District Commissioner’s letter (opposite) ‘targets and
achievements’ find their righful place! Someone has written: “If
you don’t aim for something you'll fall for anything!” How
tempting it is to take the easiest line, the comfortable option.
We all have targets to aim for whatever our role in Scouting,
and like the Olympian athlete, our achivements do not come
without effort.

How do we measure such 'achievements?’ Is it by the number
of hours spent at section meetings or committee meetings?
The time spent in preparing that outstanding treat for the
Pack? The great time we had at the Scout barbecue during
Summer Camp? The Night Hike with the Explorers (when Ben
lost his favourite compass but found friends he never knew he
had!) - one could go on!

In the final analysis we cannot fully measure the good we
achieve through our Scouting - there is always the unknown
factor - the unexpected - the unseen reward; but if we can
sleep at night knowing that 'we have done our best’, then the
benefits will be reaped by someone!

Still on the subject of ‘achievements’, a rather significant event
took place recently at the District H.Q. when a training course
was held for ‘Training Advisors’ attended by ten invited leaders
(of which yours-truly was one!).

The course, which was organised and led by Steve Wilson
(County Training Manager) supported by the County
Commissioner, Sally Yeo, followed through the steps of
supporting, advising and helping new leaders through each
step of their formal training towards the award of the relevant
Wood Badge.

This means that in a very short while the advancement of training of
leaders within the District should accelerate to encompass those
waiting for their formal training, and confirm the efforts made to date
by numerous leaders. Could the motto: ‘faster, higher and
stronger’ be more appropriately applied?

Yours in Scouting, John Roberts, Editor

From the District Commissioner, Alan W.Partridge

‘A New Scout Year - A New Challenge’
As we approach a new Scouting year we should take the
opportunity of looking back to see just what went right, and
what we could improve upon in our programmes.
There is only one reason to look back and this is to enable us
to see where we can improve in the the New Year.
The past has gone - we cannot alter that; and therefore we
should not spend too much time worrying over the years
activities, but better to look forward with a new vision of the
approaching year ahead.
What do we want from the New Year?
(1) First and foremost we want FUN, in every aspect of our
programme.
(2) We all need to achieve- members with their badge work,
and leaders with their training.
(3) We need to put the “OUT” back in “SCOUTING” so, | hope
we will see groups taking part in ‘Nights Away’, ‘Camping’, and
special events like ‘Hurdlestone’, and | hear that the new ADC
for Scouts has something to do with an outdoor cooking
competition being arranged!
(4) May be, if we can find an organiser, a ‘Backwoods’
competition?
(5) We need to grow the Movement through recruitment into
our existing Groups, and to endeavour to remove all waiting
lists so that boys and girls and young adults ALL have an
opportuity to enjoy Scouting, in both urban and rural areas.

There is a myriad of choices for Groups to make. It doesn’t
matter what you do so long as you ensure ‘Fun and
Achievement’ in the outdoors within the Scouting ethos.

From the District point of view, the new year needs to
continue with the aims and objectives of the past year, that is:-
e To ensure the best trained leaders in the County.

* To ensure the best supported leaders in the County

e And this year to try to become the largest District in the
County not only by area, but numerically. That is, to see the
magic One Thousand uniformed members (1,000) by the
Census (31 Jan. 2009). This can be achieved by enrolling new
members into existing Groups and by the formation of new
Groups.

e To get a strengthened District Executive and District
specialist groups.

We must achieve EXCELLENCE in everything that we do!

Do not accept second best. Substandard Scouting is probably
worse than no Scouting at alll Excellence in programme,
Excellence in Training, and above all, Excellence in
presentation of Scouting, to show the Community that
Scouting really matters, and that Councils and members of the
Community ignore Scouting at their peril!

GO GET ITI! Scouting is there for the taking. Be proud to
wear the uniform. Be an example for others to emulate. Let
us see Scouting return to its rightful place in our District as the
most important, the most relevant, the most virile and most
meaningful youth organisation available to young people.

A NEW YEAR - A NEW RESOLUTION - BE PROUD TO BE
A SCOUT!
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DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS
Notices - Appointments - Diary

‘ROOK SHIELD 2008’

Here are the results of the recent Competition held during the St.
George’s Day Parade:-

1st Place: 1st Highweek Group (77 points - from 100)

2nd Place: (joint) 1st Ipplepen Group (76 points) and
1st Bovey Tracey (76 points)

3rd Place: 4th Teignmouth (72 points)

Very close scoring :congratulations to each of the above Groups
‘DEVON SINGS’

This takes place on the second Tuesday in September and
therefore, unless Groups have already registered a place, it is
probably too late now! However, as a Rotary Club initiative,
backed by the BBC for a Countrywide singing contest, the idea is
being taken up throughout the County with groups of people,
organisations and in some cases whole town-centres being
taken over to have this giant sing!

The event co-incides with ‘Widecombe Fair Day’ and the idea is
to get all of Devon singing the “Uncle Tom Cobley” Song.
Everyone taking part will contribute £1.00 which will be donated
to ‘Children in Need’. The BBC will be around the Region filming
and it will be a focal point of the day's broadcasting. It is
expecting to raise a mimimum of £30,000.

As this is likely to become an annual event it is hoped that a
number of Groups will wish to take part in this by next year!

‘MINI 5 TORS’

The date for this activity is now proposed for Sunday 28
September, 2008. An 'entry form’ should be with each group by
1st September; if not received please make contact with Ivor
Kingwell. This event is open for Cub Scouts aged 9 years plus
and Scouts and Explorer Scouts.  The venue will be the North
Moor Okehampton Camp ring road.

Further details and entry forms from: Ivor Kingwell, Tel: 01626
204360 or by mail: 1 Audley Rise, Newton Abbot, TQ12 4JW
(from 29 August, 2008)

‘DISTRICT NIGHT HIKE’

Saturday 15th November, 2008 - for Scouts and Explorers.
Venue: Hennock Reservoirs

Details and Entry Forms from : Ken Daniels tel: 01626 8832042
or by mail: 46 Clifford Drive, Heathfield, Newton Abbot, TQ12
6GX (from 17 October, 2008)

‘TEN TORS 2009’

Registration: 7.30pm Tuesday 11 November 2008 at Bovey
Tracey Scout HQ.

Training dates:

Day Hikes: 7th December 08; 18 January 09; 25 April 09
Weekend Camping Hikes: 7/8th Feb, 09; 21/22 Feb, 09; 7/8
March 09, 21/22 Mar.09; 4/5 April 09; 18/19 April 09.

Training Evenings (Tuesdays 7pm): 2 Dec,08; 13 Jan.09; 3 Feb.
09; 17 Feb. 09; 3rd March 09; 17 March 09; 31st March 09; 14
April 09.

‘Ten Tors 2009’ cont.
Teams Selection Evening: 28 April,09, Bovey Tracey Scout
HQ.
Ten Tors Event: Friday 8 to Sunday 10 May, 09
Ten Tors BBQ Evening: 7.30pm, Saturday 6 June, at Bovey
Scout HQ.
District Scouts Adult Leader Contact:
Ivor Kingwell, tel 01626 204360
(please note: St. George’s Day Parade for 2009 will take place

on Sunday 26 April; this will avoid any complications with the
above arrangements!)

DISTRICT DIARY
September
Weds. 3 District Team Meeting, 7.30pm, Dist. H.Q.

Thurs. 11 District Annual General Meeting, Lord Clifford
District President presiding. 7.30pm, Dist. H.Q.

Thurs. 18 District Scout Fellowship Meeting, 7.45 pm,
Dist. H.Q.

October
Weds. 1 District Leaders Meeting, 7.30 pm, Dist. H.Q.

Thurs. 9 St. George’s Day Committee Meeting, 7.30 pm
Dist. H.Q.

Weds. 15 ‘Teign Valley’ Initial Meeting, Christow, 7.30 pm

COUNTY NEWS

HERE IT IS! our very own COUNTY CAMP - don’t miss
it!

Enquiries to the District Representative,

Adrian Partridg e (ADC Development) Tel:01803812280
email:adrianpartridge @ipplepen2426.freeserve.co.uk

OR, contact:-
DEVON
Trish Carne, ACC BS, y
Devon 101 Administrator,
Tel: 01392 670947, |
email: pcarne@blueyonder.co.uk
Haldon 2008

THE RE-DESIGNED DISTRICT WEB SITE is now in operation
using the same Internet Web Address:-
www. teignbridgescouts.org.uk
Please send all news. reports, photographs to the Editor of ‘Drum

Beat’ for inclusion
(views, ideas and impressions are welcome)



GROUP NEWS

1st Ipplepen (August 2008)

Car Wash for Cookware: It was a damp day on 21st
June but £180 was raised through the Car Wash. Many
thanks to all the Scouts, parents and ‘dirty cars’ which
showed up; everyone enjoyed the tea and cakes
provided.

Hurdlestone Challenge: 92 teams took part and with
dry weather, discos, first ever ‘four-legged sack race’,
activities and handcraft, everyone had a brilliant
weekend.  Ipplepen Explorers came second and
Ipplepen Scouts came third place in the actual event,
both pipped to the post by a Bovey Tracey Scout team.
Ipplepen Pioneer Scouts won the ‘maze’ stage and the
Ipplepen Explorers won the ‘Mini-bus Pull’.

A big ‘thanks’ to all the organisers for yet another
successful weekend!

News from the Cubs: Two Cubs from Ipplepen
represented Teignbridge District in the recent Cubs
County Cross competition held at Beer in East Devon
on 22 June. The event was run in age groups (age 8ys,
9yrs, and 10 yrs). Our Cubs were both in the 9 yr.
category and came 5th and 10th!. There were 42 Cubs
in this race.

We also took 11 Cubs to the District Cub Camp at
Huish Woods (nr Taunton) in June. The weather was
great and the Cubs enjoyed taking part in climbing up
and then abseiling down the climbing tower! An aerial
runway, woodcrafts, and artificial caving were all on
site. (Bridget Hedge).

The Beavers had a great day out visiting Paignton Zoo.

Ipplepen (September 2008).

Looking back at the Annual Summer Camp, 18 Scouts
and 8 Explorers went to Minard Farm, Polbathic,
Cornwall from 26th July to 2nd August; the weather
was mixed but this did not stop them from enjoying
activities on site as well as trips out, with skating at
Plymouth Pavilions, pool and beach visits at Seaton
and Downderry and a fishing trip in very choppy waters
at sea when they actually did manage to catch a few
mackerel and pollock.

The Pioneer Scouts followed on with their camp at the
same site, using some of the equipment, which
included a visit to the Eden Project. Many thanks to the
leaders and helpers who gave their holiday-time for the
members to enjoy.

Newspaper collection: a big thankyou to all who helped
with the collection as it fell on the day when the Scouts
, Explorers and Pioneers were travelling to and from
Cornwall.

Annual General Meeting: this will take place on 8th
October 2008. We look forward to seeing as many
people as possible there.

(reported by Mary-Ann Moseley)
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DISTRICT NEWS

Proposed New Opening

Due to the high number of members travelling all the way
to Chudleigh to attend the Groups meetings it has been
decided to explore the possibilities of commencing a
Scout Group in the Teign Valley possibly based in
Christow.

A meeting has been announced for all interested parties
for 15 October in the Christow Community Hall when
members of the District Team will be present to meet
people who may eventually become the nucleus for this
Group.

It is hoped that the Group will start with meetings for
Beavers and possibly Cubs and that the necessary
adults for respective leaders will be recruited for these
sections.

Another governing factor for commencing such a Group
is the availability of members for a Group Council i.e.
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and 3 to 4 other
members.

We hope to bring you more news of this new venture in
following weeks.

SCOUT SHOWS OLYMPIAN EFFORT

A Norfolk teenager has credited his time in Scouting for
igniting his passion for archery that propelled him into
the Beijing Olympics.

Sixteen-year-old Tom Barber was in Beijing as part of
Great Britain’s archery squad.

Speaking recently he recognised just how far he has
come since he picked up his first bow and arrow as a
Cub Scout.

“If you'd have told me four or five years ago that | would
be in this position | would have laughed. I've just got on
with my shooting really and not really thought too much
about where it would take me. It's only now that I've
been able to reflect and see how far I've come”.

Tom was currently a reserve at the Beijing Olympics, but
it is the London Olympics he has his sights firmly set on.
He will be 20 by then and a more experienced athlete.
“Having the Olympics at Lord’s in 2012 is going to be
tremendously exciting”.

| am sure that we will be watching for Tom when that
occasion draws near!

Answers to ‘THE NEWS QUIZ’ ( from page 6)
1. Louisa Lytton and Vincent Simone

2. A lack of adult role models (found by a survey
commissioned by The Prince’s Trust)

3. ‘What's your story?’ which features an untitled Harry Potter
prequel by J.K.Rowling.

4. Edinburgh
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‘SCOUT'S OWN’
‘Lessons from Nature - the Bee’

Of all the insects the bee is one of the best well-known.
There was a day when almost every village in England had its
own bee-hives to harvest the honey for which the bee had
worked so hard!

The bee is a symbol of industry and according to an ancient
legend the bee never sleeps!

That is why the bee is sometimes used in Christian art to
depict vigilance and zeal in requiring virtue. ‘Ever waking,
ever watchful, the human soul must be constantly on its guard
against the wiles of the devil, as well as seeking new vision of
eternal truth’.

As the bee is constantly industrious, working hard in the
interests of the swarm and the hive, so should we as
Christians be constantly believing in and working on behalf of
the church and our faith.

Because of the bee producing honey, it has become a symbol
of sweetness (show me a boy or girl who doesn't like sweets
and I'll show you a bee that doesn't sting!)

A pot of honey features in a painting by Crivelli - it is seen on
a shelf in Mary the Mother of Jesu’s house and has become a
symbol of the work of God!

The business of the bee also conjures up a picture of the
collective harmony of the inhabitants of the beehive. The old
cry of the ‘Three Muskateers’ - “one for all and all for one”
applies in practise to a beehive.

In any Scout Group this is found in practise
throughout all our planning and working together -
we are only as strong and useful as each other!
Finally, ‘bee-mindful of each other?’

PADRE

‘Fantastic fundraising opportunities for Scout
Groups’

Sainsbury’s have exclusively offered Scout Groups a n
opportunity to use their stores to fundraise on 13/ 14
December and 20/21 December, 2008.

Amongst the suggested activities are:- bag-packing, creating
an activity corner as a drop off point for busy Mums, trolly
returning, offering to have your scouts as runners for busy
shoppers who've forgotten those ‘mince pies’ which are way
back in an aisle .... for more ideas and information look out in
‘Scouting Magazine’ and on Sainsbury’s scout.org.uk pages

If you are interested in taking part in this initiative, could you
please email Sainsburys the following information NO LATER
THAN 26 SEPTEMBER 08:-

« Name of Group

* Name of leader

e Numbers attending, including leader

» Preferred dates and times.

NEWSLETTER OF THE SCOUT HOLIDAY HOMES
TRUST - Spring 2008

MORE SOURCES OF FUNDING
NEEDED

Replacing caravans is key to our future says our
Trustee and past Chairman

The Scout Holiday Homes Trust is a registered chari  ty
founded in 1969 by former Scouts to provide suitabl e
self-catering holiday accommodation in a welcoming
family environment for any family or group who has a
member with special needs, families with elderly or
frail members, people with any special needs with
their carers, single parent families and low-income
families - in fact, any family in which the quality of life
is diminished by disability, infirmity or misfortun e.

The Scout Holiday Homes is managed locally and
nationally by volunteers dedicated to the tradition that
‘Scouts Help Others’.

Its income depends on Member’s subscriptions, voluntary
donations, legacies and fundraising by Members and
Supporters.

How you can help: contact THE SCOUT HOLIDAY
HOMES TRUST, Gilwell Park, Chingford, London, E4
7QW for more details, or Tel. 020 8433 7290 or email
scout.holiday.homes@scout.org.uk

(cont. from opposite)

* Length of time you will be at store

 Names of local Sainsbury’s Supermarket (giving full
address of store)

» Activities you are planning

* E-mail address and telephone no(of leader)

On receipt of this information they will allocate a Store
near to you. It is suggested that more than one Group
might wish to take up this offer and details should be
worked out between them.

NOTE: If any Groups take up this offer we would be grateful if
you would please inform your Assist. DC for Public Relations for
possible publicity opportunities!

RECRUITING ADULTS - ‘RUNNING A NAME GENERATION
EVENING’

e For many Groups recruiting adult helpers can be ar  eal
headache!
e The above ‘excercise’ could be a help to you.
» If you would like further information and details o f this
‘Generation Evening’ just email the Editor of ‘Drum Beat’
» Apart from an interesting and social event, you cou Id
find yourself a good deal closer to finding the ans wer to
your recruitment problems!



BEAVER SCOUTS (lIris Burrows, ADC Beavers )

District Beaver ‘Fun Day’ at Paignton Zoo included 73
Beavers and a number of leaders and adult helpers from
Ipplepen, Bovey Tracey, 1st & 3rd Newton Abbot,
Kingskerswell and Highweek Groups.

The day out was enjoyed by all as the following pictures show.
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CUB SCOUTS (Jane Gourd, ADC Cub Scouts)

4th Teignmouth Cubs held a Street collection with ‘Cover-
the-Emblem’ which raised over £146 for Group funds.

Also, at the last meeting of the term which was held on
Ideford Common, the Cubs said ‘Goodbye’ to Akela, Hathi
and Bagheera (only for the holidays we trust!)

3rd Newton Abbot Cubs joined younger members of the 1st
Newton Abbot Cubs for an overnight Camp at Kingsteignton.

1st Newton Abbot Cubs supported Hathi who was in the
‘stocks’ for “Soak the Scouter” during the Kingsteignton ‘Ram
Roast Fair'. They raised £32 for Group funds. They also ran
a ‘Treasure Map’ and a ‘Mini- Cover the Emblem’ raising a
further £17.

Newton Abbot Carnival Queen. During the annual
Crowning of the Carnival Queen Cub Scout Josh Harvey
(Highweek Group) had the priviledge of presenting a bouquet
of flowers during the

Ceremony.

(here is Josh in case you've
not seen his face before!)
Eleven Scouts from 1st
Kingsteignton Troop were also
invited to provide an escort for
the Ceremony, along with members of the ATC.  Graham
Wickham, one of the organisers of the event, gave grateful
thanks to our members for supporting this annual event.
Beavers, cont....
LETTERBOXING on Dartmoor .... 30 plus members ‘raided’
Haytor in August and all together 12 different ‘letterboxes’
were found. This was an activity new to some of the parents
and brothers and sisters who joined in.
The following photo shows Beavers, parents and
brothers/sisters joining in the hunt for the elusive letter boxes.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME
From David Hood, County representative, D of E.

During this coming month of September a number of
changes are taking place in the D of E Award Scheme.
One change is in the ‘Service Section’ which will be
replaced by a ‘Volunteering Section’.

A new Handbook is available as from 1st September
which will feature a new logo. The price for these will be
£7.10 including p & p. (cheques should be made out to
Devon County Council).

‘The changes to the scheme will take place over a couple
of years, however, the new 6th Edition Handbook is a
modern publication and very different to previous ones.

I will keep you informed as | hear about changes’.

INSTANT QUIZ

TRY THIS SHORT BUT PERTINANT QUIZ ... ...

1. Which ‘Strictly Come Dancing’ pair will represe  nt
the UK at the Eurovision Dance Contest?

2. What is fuelling a rise in UK youngsters joinin g
gangs?

3. Which book became the fastest - selling collect  ion
of short stories when its print virtually sold out in just
one day?

4. A three-week celebration of world-class theatre
music and dance has recently been held in which
British city?

(answers on page 3)

HAVE YOU FOUND ONE OF THESE ON YOUR
COMPUTER? (contributed by Jonathan Roberts,Nottingham)

‘Eye halve a spelling chequer - it came with my pea sea,
It plainly Marx four my revue

Miss steaks eye can knot sea.
Eye strike a quay and type a word
And weight four it to say

Weather eye am wrong oar write
It shows me strait a weight.

As soon as a mist ache is made

It nose bee fore two long

And eye can put the era rite

Its rare lea ever wrong.

Eye have run this poem threw

| am shore your pleased two no
Its letter-perfect awl the weigh

My chequer tolled me sew.

Copies of ‘Drum Beat’ can now be sent direct to you by
email.

This will enable you to download however many copie S
you need.

Please send the Editor your name and email address.

DISTRICT SCOUT FELLOWSHIP

The latest meeting of the District Scout Fellowship took
place on Thursday 10 July, 2008, at 7.30 pm in the
District H.Q.

This was the first Meeting for the new Chairman, Ken
Purchase, and one of the subjects was the ‘recruiting of
new members’. Present members were asked to give
some thought on how to do this.

Ken also mentioned the importance of maintaining
records of important gatherings in the District and asked
members if they would help to compile photos,
documents, programmes etc to form an ‘archive’ for the
interest of future members and friends.

Ken also announced his intentions to organise a
‘COOKING DAY’ CHALLENGE' at some future date, this
to be announced at the next meeting.

Suggestions and offer of help can be given to:-

KEN PURCHASE, Fellowship Chairman, Tel: 01626 353063

The next meeting of the Fellowship takes place on
Thursday 18 September, 7.45 pm

NOTICES
COFFEE MORNINGS will re-commence on the first
Saturday in September in the District Headquarters
between 10 am and 12 noon. This is FREE but
donations are always welcome!
This is an excellent opportunity for leaders to come along
and meet the District Commissioner and members of the
District Team.
Opportunities to undertake sections of leader training are
also possible during these times.
Contact the DC or any ADC (relevant section) for more
information.

DISTRICT SCOUT SHOP
The District Scout Shop can be found within the District
Headquarters (Wolborough Street, Newton Abbot) and is
open every Saturday morning.
For further information and for emergency requirements
please contact David Wright on Tel. no 01626 336947

There is also a District Guide Shop in the same building
open each Saturday morning.

Staff in the Guide Shop



